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To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  and  COUNCILLORS  of  the  BURGH 
of  GREENOCK  and  the  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
the  Burgh  for  the  year  1958. 

As  part  of  the  two-year  national  drive  against  tuberculosis,  a four- 
week  campaign  was  held  in  Greenock  from  14th  April  to  9th  May,  1958. 
During  that  period  78.31%  of  the  adult  population  of  the  Burgh 
attended  for  X-ray.  Seventy-seven  cases  of  active  respiratory  tuber- 
culosis were  discovered,  and  98  cases  of  doubtful  tuberculosis  were  re- 
ferred for  further  observation.  The  response  in  Greenock  was  a record 
for  a four-week  campaign  in  Scotland  and  could  not  have  been 
achieved  without  the  whole-hearted  support  of  the  many  hundreds  of 
volnteers  who  assisted  in  the  preparation  and  conduct  of  the  campaign. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  of  children  under  the  age  of  15 
years  continued  during  the  year,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
scheme  was  extended  to  include  all  persons  between  the  ages  of  6 
months  and  25  years. 

Although  five  cases  of  typhoid  are  noted  in  the  report,  these  were 
sporadic.  No  communal  outbreak  occurred. 

Because  of  the  relaxation  of  financial  restrictions,  the  scheme  for 
the  erection  of  clinic  premises  in  the  South-West  area  of  the  Burgh  is 
again  being  actively  considered. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year 
' was  16,  representing  a death  rate  of  0.21  per  thousand,  the  lowest  ever 
i recorded  in  Greenock. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  continued  loyal  service.  I am  also  grateful  for 
: the  co-operation  of  other  officials  and  to  the  members  of  the  Health. 
Welfare  and  other  Committees  of  the  Corporation  for  their  continued 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  department. 

I am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

G.  S.  CARRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  — 1958 


Population  as  estimated  at  middle  of  1958  77,968 

Acreage  of  Burgh  ...  ...  4,159 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  18.74 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  population  . . ...  20.5 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births  ...  . 4.2 

Marriage  Rate  (uncorrected) 7.6 

Death-rate — all  causes,  per  1,000  of  population  ...  11.30 

Death-rate — tuberculosis  (all  forms)  0.21 

Death-rate — tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ...  . ...  . 0.21 

Death-rate — principal  epidemic  diseases  0.01 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  36 

Neo-natal  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births 21 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  . . 32 

Maternal  death  rate  per  1,000  total  births 1.21 


All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers  except  where  otherwise  . 
indicated. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

POPULATION. — The  estimate  of  the  population  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  the  middle  of  1958  is  77,968.  This  figure  is  used  as  the  basis 
for  all  statistical  calculations  unless  otherwise  indicated. 

This  estimate  is  an  increase  of  180  over  that  of  1957. 

The  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  is  721,  and 
the  average  for  the  last  five  years  was  671. 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATE. — The  number  of  live  births,  after 
correction  for  transfer,  was  1,601  (831  males,  770  femals)  and  the  rate 
it  20.5  per  thousand.  The  1957  rate  was  21.3  and  the  average  for  the 
last  five  years  was  20.7. 

The  birth  rate  in  Scotland  as  a whole  was  19.2. 

Tables  I and  III  give  further  information  on  this  subject. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  AND  STILL- 
BIRTHS.— The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was 
57  (24  males,  33  females)  an  increase  of  2 above  the  figure  for  1957, 
but  below  the  average  of  60  for  the  last  five  years. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  (i.e.  deaths  within  the  first  year  of  life) 
is  36  per  thousand  live  births.  The  quinquennial  average  is  38.  The 
rate  for  Scotland  is  28. 


The  neo-natal  death  rate  (i.e.  death  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life)  is  21  per  thousand  as  compared  with  20  in  1957.  The  quinquennial 
rate  is  24.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  19. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE.— The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the 
Burgh  in  1958,  after  correction  for  transfer,  is  880  (440  males,  440 
females).  The  death  rate  is  11.3  per  thousand  of  the  population,  which 
is  a decrease  on  the  rate  of  11.4  in  1957  and  below  quinquennial  average 
of  12.0.  By  reference  to  Table  III  it  will  be  seen  that  the  death  rate  is 
a new  low  record  for  Greenock. 


The  death  rate  for  Scotland  in  1958  is  12.0. 


The  average  age  at  death  for  those  who  survived  the  first  year  of 
life  was  67  years  as  against  66  years  which  is  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. — The  following  were 
death  during  1958: — 


Heart  Diseases 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Vascular  Lesions 

Violence 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  

Tuberculosis 


320  = 36% 
163  = 19% 
123  = 14% 
38  = 4% 
33  = 3i% 
29  = 3% 
16  - 2% 


the  chief  causes 

of  total  deaths 
of  total  deaths 
of  total  deaths 
of  total  deaths 
of  total  deaths 
of  total  deaths 
of  total  deaths 


of 


Table  II  gives  further  information  regarding  causes  of  death  which 
way  be  conveniently  grouped  as  follows: — 


Tuberculosis. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  was  16.  which  gives  a death  rate  of  0.21  per 
: thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  in 
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Greenock.  In  1957  there  were  21  deaths  with  a rate  of  0.27.  The 
average  rate  for  the  last  five  years  was  0.32.  The  rate  for  Scotland  in 
1958  was  0.12. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  no  deaths  were  recorded  from 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  The  quinquennial  average  is  0.04.  The 
rate  for  Scotland  in  1958  was  0.01. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — (Typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever,  diph- 
theria, whooping  cough,  meningococcal  infections,  measles  and  influ- 
enza). One  death  only  occurred  in  this  group,  the  cause  being  influenza 
and  its  complications.  In  1957  there  were  18  deaths  of  which  14  were 
influenzal.  The  group  death  rate  is  0.01.  while  the  quinquennial 
average  is  0.08. 

Malignant  Disease. — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  responsible 
for  163  deaths  (96  males,  67  females).  These  figures  are  exactly  the 
same  as  in  1957,  but  because  of  an  increase  in  the  estimate  of  popula- 
tion the  death  rate  is  lower  slightly.  2.09  as  against  2.1.  but  higher  than 
the  quinquennial  average  of  2.05.  Thirty-eight  deaths  of  respiratory 
cancer  were  recorded,  distributed  as  follows: — 

Age  Group  35-44  45-54  55-64  65-74  75-84  Total 

Males  1 8 13  6 1 29 

Females  1 2 1 3 2 9 


The  following  is  the  distribution  of  all  cancer  cases  by  age  group: — 


Age  Group 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75-84 

over 

Males 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

16 

35 

20 

18 

1 

Females 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

11 

16 

19 

14 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

27 

51 

39 

32 

2 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. — The  number  of  deaths  from  this 
cause  was  356  of  which  320  were  from  diseases  of  the  heart.  The  death 
rate  from  the  latter  cause  is  4.10  which  is  higher  than  that  of  1957. 
namely  3.86,  and  higher  than  the  quinquennial  average  of  3.96. 

For  classification  and  grouping  in  ages  of  the  heart  diseases,  see 
Table  II. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — These  diseases  caused  65 
deaths  which  gives  a rate  of  0.83  compared  with  56  deaths  and  a rate 
of  0.72  for  1957.  The  average  number  of  deaths  in  the  group  for  the 
last  five  years  was  67  and  the  rate  was  0.87. 

Bronchitis  was  responsible  for  29  of  the  deaths  (23  males,  6 
females)  of  which  16  were  over  the  age  of  65  .years.  The  death  rate  ; 
was  0.37  These  figures  are  less  than  the  quinquennial  average  of  35 
and  a rate  of  0.45. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  33  of  the  total  respiratory  deaths  with  a f 
death  rate  of  0.42.  This  is  greater  than  the  quinquennial  average  rate  ' 
of  0.32.  Of  these  deaths,  8 occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  t 
and  19  in  persons  over  65  years. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — The  deaths  classified  in  the  group  ■ 
totalled  139  of  which  123  were  due  to  cerebral  haemorrhage,  embolism 
or  thrombosis.  The  death  rate  from  the  latter  causes  was  1.58  The  f 
average  for  the  last  five  years  was  1.62. 
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Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. — Deaths  referable  to  this  system 
numbered  14  of  which  3 were  caused  by  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  3 by 
other  diseases  of  the  liver,  3 by  intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia,  2 by 
gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer,  2 by  appendicitis  and  one  by  diarrhoea.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  from  diarrhoea 
was  one,  against  an  average  of  two  for  the  previous  five  years. 

Genito-Urinary  System. — Deaths  from  diseases  of  this  system 
totalled  12  of  which  5 were  due  to  nephritis  or  nephrosis.  Enlargement 
of  the  prostate  gland  was  responsible  for  3 deaths. 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth. — The  Registrar  General  has 
recorded  two  deaths  in  this  group  which  were  attributed  to  puerperal 
sepsis. 

The  following  table  gives  the  death  rate  per  thousand  total  births 
for  the  period  1940-58: — 


Death-rate 

Death-rate 

Period 

from 

from  other 

Puerperal 

Puerperal 

Maternal 

Sepsis 

Causes 

Death-rate 

1940—1944 

0.94 

3.31 

4.25 

1945—1949 

0.36 

0.96 

1.30 

1950—1954 

0.4S 

0.87 

1.36 

1955 

0.00 

1.22 

1.22 

1956 

0.00 

0-00 

0.00 

1957 

0.59 

0.00 

0.59 

1958 

1-21 

0.00 

1-21 

The  maternal  death  rate  for  Scotland  is  0.5. 

Congenital  Malformation. — There  were  12  deaths  from  this  cause 
of  which  3 occurred  in  children  under  four  weeks  old,  and  4 between 
one  month  and  12  months. 


Diseases  of  Newborn  and  Early  Infancy. — These  deaths  numbered 
29  and  are  classified  as  follows: — 

Birth  injuries,  post-natal  asphyxia  and  atelectasis,  17;  pneumonia 
of  newborn.  1;  diarrhoea  of  newborn,  1;  other  infections  of  newborn.  1; 
other  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy,  9. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1957  numbered  24. 

Further  information  regarding  children  under  one  year  of  age  will 
be  found  in  the  section.  “Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children.” 

Deaths  from  Violence. — These  numbered  38  of  which  5 (4  males, 
1 female)  were  suicidal.  9 were  motor  vehicle  accidents,  13  due  to 
accidents  in  the  home  and  11  due  to  other  forms  of  accidents. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1957  were  3 suicides,  7 motor  vehicle 
J^idents,  39  other  forms  of  violence,  (detailed  figures  of  accidents  in 
the  home  had  not  been  kept  and  such  are  included  in  the  last  figure). 

. The  averages  for  the  past  five  years  are  4 deaths  from  suicide  and 
’2  from  other  accidents. 


I) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  1958  there  were  3,205  cases  of  infectious  disease." 
ascertained  by  this  department.  This  figure  does  not  include  tubercu- 
losis, venereal  disease  or  scabies.  The  total  is  962  more  than  that  of 
1957,  and  greater  than  the  quinquennial  average  of  2.584.  The  increase 
was  mainly  due  to  widespread  epidemics  of  chickenpox  and  measles 
in  the  district. 

Regarding  the  control  of  the  latter  and  all  epidemics  which  seem 
to  spread  among  school  children,  it  is  less  easy  to  confine  the  outbreaks 
than  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  century.  Then,  one  school  served  one 
district.  Now,  in  these  days  of  development  of  housing  in  the  outskirts 
going  ahead  faster  than  new  school  construction,  and  with  the  provision 
of  school  bus  transport,  many  children  attend  schools  in  areas  away 
from  the  district  in  which  they  live. 

Further  information  regarding  infectious  disease  mav  be  found  in 
Tables  IV,  V and  VI. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Sixty-five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  confirmed 
with  the  highest  incidence  in  October  and  December.  The  incidence 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  1958  was  0.83.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

In  1957  there  were  35  cases  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years 
was  72. 

DIPHTHERIA.— There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  1958. 
Immunisation  against  the  disease  is  discussed  under  the  heading 
“Vaccination  and  Immunisation.” 

TYPHOID. — Five  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  4 cases  of  paratyphoid 
B were  notified  during  the  year.  All  these  cases  were  sporadic.  Onty 
two  of  the  typhoid  group  were  admitted  to  hospital  as  such,  and  in  one 
case  the  consumption  of  shellfish  from  the  Clyde  Estuar5r  13  days 
before  sickness  was  the  most  likely  cause  of  the  infection. 

In  all  other  cases  admission  to  hospitals  was  for  other  illnesses.  No 
trace  of  the  cause  of  the  infection  was  discovered.  Sampling  from 
sewage  outfalls  instituted  the  previous  year  was  continued  with  again 
no  significant  results.  These  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Laboratory  in  Stobhill  Hospital.  Glasgow. 

In  1957,  4 cases  of  typhoid  occurred  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  1.4. 

PNEUMONIA. — 122  cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  were  ascer- 
tained of  which  one  was  acute  influenzal  and  the  remainder  of  the  acute 
primary  type.  The  months  of  January,  February.  March  and  December 
showed  the  highest  incidence. 

The  total  of  cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  in  1957  was  224  and  the 
quinquennial  average  was  93. 

POLIOMYELITIS. — Five  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  were  con- 
firmed during  the  year.  This  figure  compares  with  3 cases  in  1957  and 
a quinquennial  average  of  4.6. 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  discussed  under  the  heading 
"Vaccination  and  Immunisation.” 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA— Three  eases 
of  puerperal  fever  and  83  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  The 
averages  for  the  past  five  years  are  one  case  of  fever  and  25  of  pyrexia. 

SMALLPOX.— No  cases  were  ascertained. 

MALARIA. — One  case  was  notified. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. — Two  cases  were  ascertained, 
both  in  infants  under  the  age  of  two  years. 

DYSENTRY. — 64  cases  were  recorded  compared  with  62  in  1957, 
and  a quinquennial  average  of  117. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — 21  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  as  com- 
pared with  689  cases  in  1957,  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  of 
425.  It  is  perhaps  too  early  to  claim  that  immunisation  is  responsible 
for  this  fall  in  the  number  of  cases. 

Whooping  Cough  immunisation  is  discussed  under  the  heading  of 
“Vaccination  and  Immunisation.” 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS. — Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  six  cases  in  1957. 

FOOD  POISONING. — 24  notifications  of  food  poisoning  were 
received  during  the  year.  These  were  sporadic  cases  and  there  was  no 
communal  outbreak  at  any  time.  As  far  as  was  practicable  specimens 
were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination,  but  in  no  case  were  food 
poisoning  pathogens  isolated. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

General  medical  practitioners,  parents  and  others  intimated  the 
occurrence  of  certain  other  infectious  diseases  not  ordinarily  notifiable, 
and  these  are  discussed  below.  The  figures  cannot  be  regarded  as 
complete,  but  they  afford  a reasonably  good  index  of  incidence  in  the 
Burgh. 

MEASLES  (Including  German  Measles). — The  number  of  cases 
intimated  was  1,356,  with  an  incidence  rate  of  17.4.  The  figures  in  1957 
were  208  and  a rate  of  2.5.  The  quinquennial  average  of  cases  was  712. 

The  months  of  greatest  incidence  were  April,  May,  June,  November 
and  December,  and  the  group  most  affected  were  school  children. 

CIHCKENPOX. — Preceding  the  measles  epidemic  in  the  Spring  was 
a chikenpox  epidemic  which  lasted  from  January  to  June.  In  all  1,324 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  years  of  508. 

MUMPS. — 73  cases  were  intimated  during  the  year  compared  with 
630  cases  in  1957  and  a quinquennial  average  of  425. 

PNEUMONIA  (not  otherwise  notifiable). — 36  cases  under  this 
heading  were  notified.  The  highest  incidence  was  in  January,  February 
and  March.  The  number  in  1957  was  73  and  the  average  for  the  last 
hve  years  was  89. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. — The  number  of  new  cases  who  attended 
local  clinics  during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non- 

Specific 

Urethritis 

Other 

Venereal 

Conditions 

Non- 

Venereal 

Conditions 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Resident  in  tl 

le  Burgh 

— 1 2 

1 36 

2 

34 

21 

3 

56 

24 

Cases  attending  from  Ships; 

- 1 - 

1 20 

— 

29 

— 

8 

— 

28 

— 

SCABIES  AND  VERMIN  INFESTATION 

During  the  year  there  were  440  attendances  made  by  142  persons 
for  treatment  of  verminous  conditions  at  the  local  authority  clinics.  Of 
these,  20  men,  29  women  and  83  children  suffered  from  scabies,  and  5 
men,  2 women  and  3 children  were  treated  for  lice  infestation. 

Treatment  at  the  clinics  is  given  by  appointment  and  is  mainly 
concerned  with  families  where  the  infestation  has  spread  to  several 
members.  It  is  known  that  many  individuals  were  given  treatment  by 
their  own  doctors  or  at  the  Skin  Clinic  of  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary. 

CRAICIEKNOWES  CLINIC 

The  Craigieknowes  Clinic  continued  to  be  used  as  before,  giving 
accommodation  to  ante-natal,  child  welfare  and  school  minor  ailments 
clinics.  Members  of  verminous  families  are  allowed  to  wait  in  the 
Clinic  after  treatment  while  their  homes,  clothes  and  property  are  being 
disinfested.  The  premises  are  also  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
and  National  Insurance  for  carrying  out  Medical  Boards.  One  room  is 
rented  by  a local  general  practitioner  for  use  as  a consulting  room,  and 
another  room  is  rented  to  the  Parks  Department  for  use  as  an  Old 
Men’s  Shelter. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

Bacteriological  reports  on  specimens  submitted  from  the  following 
sources  and  examined  at  the  Shelley  Road  Laboratory.  Glasgow  or  at 
Hawkhead  Emergency  Laboratory.  Paisley,  have  been  intimated  to 


this  Department — 

Chest  Clinic  1.816 

Ravenscraig  Hospital  37 

Larkfield  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Gateside  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ...  286 

Private  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  484 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ..  ...  ...  138 


2.766 


The  specmens  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were 
mostly  concerned  with  epidemiological  work  such  as  the  search  for 
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carriers  as  in  enteric  fever,  the  search  for  infected  contacts  and  the 
search  for  possible  sources  of  contamination  in  food  poisoning  cases. 
The  arrangement  continues  whereby  specimens  are  collected  from  cases 
of  persistent  diarrhoea  or  similar  illnesses  at  the  request  of  the  general 
medical  practitioners.  Early  action  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
in  appropriate  cases  is  thus  facilitated. 


DISINFECTING  STATION 

This  establishment  continued  in  its  two-fold  work  of  dealing  with 
infected  clothing  and  of  carrying  out  general  washings  for  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  total  number  of  articles  treated  was  as  follows: — 


General  Infectious  Diseases  . . . ...  825 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  842 

Vermin  Infestation  ..  . . 1,391 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  . . ...  ...  2,906 

Home  Helps  ...  . . ...  . . ...  71 

Midwifery  . . . . . 779 

Premature  Baby  Cots  ...  . ...  531 

Health  and  Welfare  Department  ...  . 430 

Other  Corporation  Departments  ..  . 7,128 

Miscellaneous  42 


14.945 


Of  the  above  numbers,  7,025  were  disinfected  by  steam  and  792  by 
disinfectant  solutions.  Twenty-five  articles  were  destroyed  on  request. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

SMALLPOX. — This  disease,  one  of  the  most  infectious  and  fatal  of 
all,  is  frequently  forgotten  by  the  public  so  far  as  protection  is  con- 
cerned, presumably  because  they  have  no  experience  of  it.  Few  events 
can  cause  greater  alarm,  or  be  more  potentially  dangerous,  than  the 
sudden  arrival  of  smallpox  in  an  unprotected  community,  and 
Greenock,  as  a seaport  receiving  ships  and  their  crews  from  infected 
areas,  is  inevitably  at  a corresponding  risk. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  encourage 
the  parents  of  children  to  have  them  vaccinated  by  personal 
persuasion  carried  out  by  health  visitors,  doctors  in  clinics,  circular 
letters  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  display  of  posters 
throughout  the  town. 

During  1958,  925  persons  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox,  348 
of  them  by  doctors  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  577  by 
general  practitioners;  and  of  these.  619  were  vaccinated  for  the  first 
time. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Immunisation  against  this  disease  has  now  become 
an  established  feature  of  infant  life,  with  “boost”  injections  every  four 
years  during  the  subsequent  school  career,  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen. 
This  duty  lies  predominantly  with  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment working  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  first 
distance  and  later,  as  immunisation  teams  which  visit  schools  in  the 
Burgh.  Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  maintain  public  conscientiousness 
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in  ensuring  the  protection  of  children  against  this  disease,  the  media 
being  similar  to  those  employed  in  anti-smallpox  publicity. 

Of  all  Public  Health  endeavours  to  save  life  and  health,  the 
campaign  against  diptheria  has  been  one  of  the  most  rewarding.  For 
the  past  five  years  from  the  time  of  writing,  there  has  not  been  a 
single  case  of  this  disease  in  the  Burgh;  But  only  a short  time  ago,  in 
the  five  years  preceding  the  war,  there  were  458  cases  in  Greenock  alone. 
Immunisation  was  in  its  infancy,  the  public  less  well-informed  and 
educated  by  health  publicity  than  they  are  today,  and  the  then  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  surveying  Greenock’s  record  of  dead  and  sickened 
children  from  this  cause,  wrote  in  his  1938  report  of  another  town, 
whose  citizens  had  supported  the  immunisation  of  their  children,  and 
from  which  diphtheria  had  been  banished,  “Greenock”,  he  said,  “could 
do  the  same”.  Greenock,  in  these  more  enlighted  days,  has  done  the 
same. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — As  with  diphtheria,  immunisation  against 
this  disease  was  routine  practice  at  all  clinics  during  the  year.  Except 
where  otherwise  indicated,  a combined  vaccine  was  employed,  by  which 
immunity  was  also  given  against  diphtheria  in  the  same  course  of 
injections. 

This  procedure  carries  the  considerable  advantage  that  the  number 
of  visits  necessarily  paid  by  parents  to  the  clinics  is  substantially 
reduced,  and  in  addition  the  number  of  injections  to  which  children 


are  subjected. 

Immunisation: — 

Completed  inoculations  against 

Public 

Health  Dept. 

Private 

Practitioners 

Total 

Diphtheria 

760 

1 

761 

Boosting  doses 

Completed  Combined  Inoculations 
Whooping  Cough  and 

1,338 

18 

1.356 

Diphtheria) 

Boosting  Combined  Doses, 
(Whooping  Cough  and 

395 

332 

727 

Diphtheria)  

5 

43 

48 

Whooping  Cough  only 

3 

— 

3 

POLIOMYELITIS. — During  1958,  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
scheme  continued  in  full  operation,  pre-school  children,  school  pupils, 
and  expectant  mothers  being  exculsiveljr  catered  for.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  scheme  gained  impetus  from  the  admission  of  young 
adults  up  to  the  age  of  25  years  to  the  categories  entitled  to  protection. 
The  medical  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  remained  responsible 
for  virtually  all  such  inoculations,  by  agreement  with  the  County  of 
Renfrew  Local  Medical  Committee;  difficulties  concerning  the  supply, 
storage,  and  distribution  of  the  requisite  vaccine  militate  at  present 
against  its  wide-scale  employment  by  general  practitioners  except  in 
certain  specific  cases. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  inoculations  given: — 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Inoculations 

Inoculations 

Inoculations 

Total 

Pre-School  Children 

1.858 

1.656 

47 

3.561 

School  Children 

4.398 

4.106 

55 

8.559 

Expectant  Mothers 

240 

201 

— 

441 

Others  (Priority  Groups) 

101 

115 

— 

216 

6.597 

6.078 

102 

12,777 
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TUBERCULOSIS. — Vaccination  against  this  disease  has  continued 
throughout  the  year  in  the  Rankin  Memorial  Hospital,  the  various 
Child  Welfare  clinics,  local  secondary  schools,  and  elsewhere.  Since 
it  forms  one  part  of  the  general  campaign  against  tuberculosis,  this 
subject  is  further  discussed  under  the  heading,  “Prevention  of  Illness, 
Care  and  After-Care.” 

TETANUS  (Lockjaw). — While  immunisation  against  this  disease 
has  always  been  available,  it  has  not  been  performed,  except  on  re- 
quest. However,  since  a satisfactory  triple  vaccine  is  now  obtainable, 
children  attending  Child  Welfare  clinics  have  received  protection  against 
tetanus,  simultaneously  with  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  since  late 
1958. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

The  Local  Authority  Ante-natal  Clinics  continued  to  function 
throughout  the  year  1958.  Blood  tests  to  determine  the  Rh.  factor  and 
blood  group  were  performed  on  every  patient  attending  the  ante-natal 
clinic  for  the  first  time.  One  dental  clinic  was  held  weekly  for  the 
examination  and  conservative  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  whose  youngest  child  was  under  the  age  of  one  year.  A 
maternity  outfit  and  a supply  of  disinfectant  were  issued  free  of  charge 
to  each  expectant  mother  one  month  before  domiciliary  confinement. 
Few  post-natal  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  clinic  as  mothers 
confined  in  hospital  generally  return  there  for  post-natal  examinations. 

Mothercraft  Classes 

These  classes  were  held  in  fortnightly  sessions  at  Hillend  and  Well- 
park  Clinics.  In  addition,  classes  were  held  twice  weekly  at  Rankin 
Hospital  Ante-natal  Clinics. 


Dental  Treatment 

Number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  inspected  by 

Dental  Officers  322 

Number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  who  accepted 

treatment  8 

Number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  recommended 

for  dentures  318 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Number  of  clinics  at  the  end  of  the  year  supplied  by  the 

Local  Authority  4 

Total  number  of  women  who  attended  . 478 

Total  number  of  attendances  1,260 


Rhesus  Factor  Examinations 

The  number  of  Rhesus  factor  examinations  performed  during  the 
year  at  Local  Authority  Ante-natal  Clinics  was  337  of  which  62  were 
found  to  be  negative.  Antibodies  were  present  in  one  case. 

Maternal  Mortality 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  pregnancy  or  confinement  2 

Maternal  death  rate  1.21 
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CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Corporation’s  Child  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  in  full 
operation  during  1958.  As  before,  their  main  function  has  been  the 
prevention  of  illness  in  infants  and  young  children,  and  the  detection 
of  defects. 

Thus,  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  and 
tetanus  (lockjaw),  and  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  and  smallpox 
has  been  constantly  provided  and  encouraged;  in  addition,  infants  and 
young  children  attending  such  clinics  have  been  subjected  to  medical 
examination,  and  any  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  are  referred  to 
the  appropriate  practitioners  or  consultants  for  treatment,  forthwith. 
Mothers  have  frequently  attended  seeking  advice  or  reassurance  on  the 
problems  of  child-feeding  and  rearing,  and  this  has  been  readily  avail- 
able to  them.  In  addition,  two  of  the  clinics  provide  ultra-violet  light 
treatment  for  debilitated  children,  two  sessions  being  held  weekly. 
Simple  treatment  for  minor  ailments  is  also  provided. 

A dental  clinic  is  also  available,  once  weekly,  for  the  examiniation 
and  conservative  treatment  of  children  under  5 years. 

In  December,  1958,  the  Local  Health  Authority  received  permission 
to  go  ahead  with  the  planning  of  the  clinic  at  Auchmead  in  the  south- 
western extremity  of  the  Burgh.  The  Department  of  Health  for  Scot- 
land agreed  to  this  project  proceeding,  following  further  representations 
by  the  Corporation  on  the  need  for  a clinic  in  that  area  of  the  town, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  easing  of  financial  restrictions  contri- 
buted to  that  decision. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Number  of  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the  end 

of  the  year  4 

Number  of  children  who  first  attended  clinics  during  the  year 
and  were  at  date  of  first  attendance: — 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age  1.289 

(b)  over  one  year  of  age  586 

Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  by  children  who 
at  time  of  attendance  were: — 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age  . ..  . . 5.805 

(b)  over  one  year  of  age  1.455 

Number  attending  Dental  Clinic  during  the  year  6 


Toddlers’  Playgrounds 

The  three  toddlers’  playgrounds  continued  to  provide  two  three- 
hourly  sessions  per  day  from  Monday  to  Friday  of  each  week,  the  only 
qualification  for  admission  being  age.  but  when  the  demand  is  heavy, 
preference  is  given  to  specially  deserving  cases.  These  pla3rgrounds 
have  proved  to  be  very  popular  with  Greenock  mothers.  Free  milk,  as 
provided  in  the  schools,  is  supplied  morning  and  afternoon,  but  no 
other  food  is  given.  The  average  attendance  per  session  at  these  play-  j 
grounds  during  the  year  1958  was  as  follows: — 

(a)  Sinclair  Street  Playground  ...  22  I 

(b)  Hillend  Playground  ...  ...  26  j 

(c)  Lynedoch  Street  Playground  ..  20 

Convalescent  Home  Provision 

There  is  no  provision  of  this  nature  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  j 
use  was  made  as  in  previous  years  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scot-  ; 
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land  Seaside  Homes,  Dunoon.  The  Corporation  gave  a donation  of  30 
guineas  for  which  in  return  they  received  10  subscribers’  lines  entitling 
the  receivers  to  two  weeks’  stay  at  the  Home.  During  the  year  1958, 
10  mothers  and  6 children  were  admitted  for  a period  of  approximately 
two  weeks. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

During  1958,  13  health  visitors  and  one  student  were  employed 
until  the  end  of  June,  when  another  fully-trained  health  visitor  returned 
from  the  Training  Course.  In  September,  the  student  was  sent  to  the 
Training  Course  in  Glasgow,  leaving  14  fully-qualified  health  visitors. 
Twelve  of  these  are  employed  directly  by  the  Corporation  and  two 
through  the  Greenock  District  Nursing  Association.  The  Refresher 
Course  at  St.  Andrew’s  Summer  School  was  attended  by  two  health 
visitors,  and  another  two  attended  at  the  Refresher  Course  at  Edin- 
burgh. Attendance  at  such  courses  proves  to  be  of  great  value  to  the 
health  visitor  in  her  work. 

Wider  areas  must  be  served  as  the  town  extends.  All  health  visitors 
walk  or  use  public  transport  where  suitable  and  available. 

During  the  four-week  Tuberculosis  Campaign,  health  visitors 
attended  at  all  sessions,  off-duty  time  was  willingly  given  up  to  staff 
the  evening  and  Saturday  sessions. 

The  following  tables  of  visits  paid  by  the  health  visitors  during 
1958  give  the  number  of  visits  paid,  but  it  must  always  be  remembered 
that  statistics  can  give  no  real  indication  of  the  time,  persuasion  and 
energy  expended  in  advising  families  on  all  aspect  of  positive  health. 


Number 

Total 

Group  visited 

Visited 

Visits 

(a) 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers 

36 

120 

(b) 

Children  under  one  year  of  age 

3,344 

24,078 

(c) 

Children  between  one  year  and 

five  years  of  age 

7,005 

21,397 

(d) 

Tuberculosis  cases 

1,325 

2,608 

(e) 

Other  cases 

288 

1,174 

Total  visits  paid 

...  11,998 

49,377 

Number  of  infants  at  age  of  six  months  found  to  be: — 

(a)  Breast  fed  ...  59 

(b)  Partially  breast  fed  41 

(c)  Not  breast  fed  . . ..  . ..  1,217 


HOME  NURSING 

During  1958,  arrangements  for  home  nursing  were  continued  by 
the  Greenock  District  Nursing  Association  and  the  Corporation  of 
Greenock.  Ten  full-time  nurses  were  employed  during  the  year.  Four 
cars  are  in  constant  use  in  the  out-lying  areas.  The  rest  of  the  staff 
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walk  or  use  public  transport  where  available.  Four  new  cars  were 
received  on  31st  December,  1958  to  replace  the  cars  which  had  been  in 
use  for  several  years. 

Two  nurses  attended  the  refresher  course  at  St.  Andrews  organised 
by  the  Royal  College  of  Midwives. 


One  health  visitor  attended  the  Summer  School  at  St.  Andrews 
organised  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education. 

The  following  table  gives  the  record  of  patients  and  visits  in  1958: 


Number  of  new  patients  nursed  in  1958  949 

Number  of  patients  carried  forward  from  1957  267 

Total  number  of  cases  attended  ...  ..  1.216 

Number  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  41.024 

Included  in  above  figures: — 

Number  of  patients  over  65  years  nursed  624 

Number  of  visits  to  patients  over  65  years  ...  27.060 

Number  of  tuberculosis  patients  nursed  22 

Number  of  visits  to  tuberculosis  patients  . . 1.169 


Nature  of  new  cases  nursed: — 

Medical  795 

Surgical  ...  139 

Gynaecological  15 


Visits  for  the  purpose 

of  administering  injections  were  as  follows:- 

Insulin 

...  11.961 

Testosterone 

117 

Penicillin 

814 

Dromeran 

171 

Anahaemin 

228 

Theomoran 

4 

Imferon 

464 

Benerva 

121 

Cytamen 

932 

Myocrisin 

4 

Streptomycin 

797 

Proluton 

7 

Mersalyl 

...  1.955 

Pernaemin 

3 

Morphine 

164 

764  articles  were 

issued  on  loan 

during  1958. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

Twelve  midwives  were  employed  during  1958:  ten  of  these  directly 
by  the  Greenock  Corporation  and  two  through  Greenock  District 
Nursing  Association. 

Fifteen  sets  of  Cyprane  type  Trilene  apparatus  and  10  sets  of 
Minnitt  type  Gas  and  Air  apparatus  are  available  for  use.  All  mid- 
wives are  qualified  to  administer  these  analgesics. 

Twelve  cots  with  all  equipment  necessary  for  premature  babies 
are  available  and  are  sent  out  at  the  request  of  the  midwife  or  doctor 
where  required. 

Midwives  areas  continue  to  extend  as.  the  town  expands.  Taxis 
are  available  for  emergency  cases  and  always  during  the  night.  Other- 
wise the  midwives  go  about  on  foot  or  use  public  transport  when  suit- 
able. 
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The  total  number  of  domiciliary  births  in  Greenock  during  1958 
was  595,  this  included  4 stillbirths. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the 


midwives: — 

Number  of  ante-natal  visits  6,084 

Number  of  post-natal  visits  (routine)  9,270 

Number  of  post-natal  (special)  . ..  62 

Total  visits  . ..  ...  ..  ...  . ...15,416 

Deaths  of  babies  within  14  days  . . ...  . . ...  ...  4 

Stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 


The  following  is  a table  of  domiciliary  births  classified  to  show 
nature  of  attendance  at  birth: — 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23  (2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary 
cases 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con- 
fine- 
ment 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
at  con- 
fine- 
ment 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

■a  7* 
S w> 

* s 

« is 

<5; 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

With- 

out 

doctor 

or 

mid- 

wife 

43 

o 

H 

(a)  Mid  wives  em- 
ployed by  the 
Local  Author- 
ity 

40 

455 

495 

(fc)Midwives  em- 
ployed by  Vol- 
untary Organi- 
sations under 
arrangements 
made  by  the 
Authority 

4 

96 

100 

(c)  Private  prac- 
tising mid- 

wives 

»> 

2 

Totals 

44 

551 

— 

2 

— 

597 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  BABIES 

All  premature  babies  born  on  the  district  were  removed  to  the 
Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  Premature  Baby  Unit. 
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ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  during  the  year  1958  was  67  (46 
males,  21  females).  This  was  two  less  than  the  number  in  1957.  The 
quinquennial  average  is  67.  As  in  the  past,  assistance  was  given  to 
unmarried  expectant  mothers  by  arranging  for  hospital  confinement 
if  the  home  conditions  were  not  satisfactory. 


STILLBIRTHS 


Number  of  Stillbirths  registered  in  Greenock 62 

Number  of  Stillbirths  in  Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  from 

ouside  the  Burgh  10 

Number  of  Stillbirths  transferred  into  Greenock  1 

Corrected  number  of  Stillbirths  in  Greenock  . . 53 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  32 

Stillbirth  rate  for  Scotland,  per  1,000  total  births  23 


The  number  of  still  births  due  to  hazards  of  birth  forms  13  % of  the 
total. 


The  majority  of  stillbirths,  87%,  are  due  to  causes  pre-existing  at 
birth. 


Foetal  deformity  was  the  cause  of  23%  of  the  stillbirths. 

The  causes  of  the  majority  of  stillbirths  still  remain  unknown. 


CAUSES  OF  STILLBIRTH 


Hazards  of  Birth 

Causes  pre-existing  at  birth 

| 

Foetal  Abnormality 

Maternal,  Placental  & 
Foetal  Conditions 

Malpresentation  ...  5 
Disproportion  ...  2 

Anencephalus  ...  10 
Hydrocephalus  ...  1 

Other  deformities  2 

Chronic  disease 

of  mother  . . 3 

Toxeamia  10 

Ante-partum 
haemorrhage  . . 1 

Macerated  foetus  8 

Prematurity  ...  2 

Other  causes  ...  9 

Total  ...  7 

Total  . . . 13 

Total  ...  33 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  57 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  month  old 

(neo-natal  deaths)  33 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  between  one  month  and  twelve 
months  (post-natal  deaths)  24 

Infantile  Mortality  Neo-natal  Post-natal 

Rate  Rate  Rate 

36  21  15 

28  19  9 


Greenock 

Scotland 
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The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  higher  than  for  1957,  both  the  neo- 
natal and  post-natal  rates  have  increased. 

Nearly  66%  of  the  neo-natal  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity  and 
50%  of  the  post-natal  deaths  to  respiratory  infection  and  accidental 
asphyxia. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  Greenock 
and  Scotland  from  1943  to  1958  and  as  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is 
composed  of  two  groups  (a)  the  neo-natal  deaths  and  (b)  the  post-natal 
deaths,  the  table  has  been  extended  to  show  the  comparative  figures  of 
these  groups  for  Greenock  and  Scotland: — 


Year 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Neo-natal 
Mortality  Rate 

Post-natal 
Mortality  Rate 

Greenock 

Scotland 

Greenock 

Scotland 

Greenock 

Scotland 

1943 

80 

65 

36 

33 

44 

32 

1944 

81 

65 

33 

33 

48 

32 

1945 

74 

56 

34 

28 

40 

28 

1946 

62 

54 

35 

30 

27 

24 

1947 

64 

56 

32 

28.5 

32 

27.5 

1948 

61 

45 

27 

25 

34 

20 

1949 

52 

41 

26 

23 

26 

IS 

1950 

48 

39 

23 

23 

25 

16 

1951 

36 

37 

22 

22 

14 

15 

1952 

36 

35 

I3 

22 

23 

13 

1953 

34 

31 

26 

19 

8 

12 

1954 

43 

31 

26 

21 

17 

10 

1 955 

37 

30 

22 

20 

15 

10 

1956 

41 

29 

27 

19 

14 

10 

1957 

33 

29 

20 

20 

13 

9 

1958 

36 

28 

21 

19 

15 

9 

Causes  of  Death  and  Age  at  Death  of  Infants  under  1 month 


Certified  Cause 
of  Death 

Time  of  Death 

Within 
24  hrs. 

1 - 7 

days 

1 - 2 
weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

Prematurity 

10 

10 

— 

20 

Foetal  Deformity 
Asphyxia  & 

1 

1 

— 

0 

Birth  injury  ... 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Diarrhoea  of  Newborn 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Digestive  Diseases 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Accidental  Asphyxia 
Other  Infantile 

— 

1 

1 

Diseases 

1 

1 

— 

‘ 

3 

Total  Deaths 

14 

14 

1 

1 

3 

S3 

G 
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Causes  of  Death  and  Age  at  Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  old. 


Certified  Cause 
of  Death 

Neo-natal 

Post-natal 

Total 

Over  1 
and 

under  3 
months 

3 - 6 
months 

6 - 12 
months 

Prematurity 

20 

20 

Foetal  Deformity  ... 

2 

3 

2 

I 

8 

Asphyxia  & Birth  Injury 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Diarrhoea  of  Newborn  ... 

i 

— 

— 

i 

Digestive  Diseases 

i 

— , 

O 

3 

Accidental  Asphyxia 

i 

3 

2 

— 

6 

Other  Infantile  Diseases 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Gastro  Enteritis  ... 

— 

1 

i 

— 

2 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

3 

3 

1 

7 

Unknown 

1 

1 

Q 

Total 

33 

11 

9 

4 

57 

PREVENTION  OF  BREAK-UP  OF  FAMILIES 

The  Problem  Families  Committee  set  up  in  1953  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Problem  Families  Sub-Committee  of  the  Corporation  continued 
to  meet  monthly.  The  meetings  are  attended  by  the  following  Corpora- 
tion officials  and  representatives  of  interested  outside  organisations 
who  pool  their  information  and  thus  give  all  members  of  the  committee 
a better  background  to  each  case: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

Senior  Probation  Officer. 

President.  Vice-President  and  Officer  of  the  R.S.S.P.C.C. 

Children’s  Officer. 

Welfare  Officer, 

Area  Officer,  National  Assistance  Board. 

Manager.  Ministry  of  National  Insurance. 

Manager.  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

Clerk  to  the  Education  Committee. 

Commandant  of  the  Local  Branch  of  the  W.V.S.. 

Greenock  Police  Juvenile  Co-ordinating  Officer. 

In  addition,  the  help  of  the  appropriate  clergyman  is  sought  when 
indicated. 

Since  the  meetings  commenced  in  1953.  40  problem  families  have 
been  discussed  and  in  25  improvement  has  been  achieved.  There  is, 
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however,  a hard  core  of  families  where,  despite  all  help  and  advice 
given,  only  little  or  temporary  improvement  can  be  affected,  and  con- 
stant attention  is  required  to  maintain  whatever  progress  has  been 
made.  At  the  end  of  1958,  15  families  were  under  consideration. 

The  health  visitors  with  their  specialised  training  and  experience, 
are  in  an  excellent  position  to  note  the  early  signs  of  development  of 
such  families,  and  do  what  they  can  to  prevent  further  deterioration. 


WELFARE  FOODS 


The  arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  continued 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  There  were  five  fixed  centres  as  follows: 
Health  and  Welfare  Department  Office,  Wellpark  Clinic,  Sinclair  Street 
Clinic,  Hillend  Clinic  and  Rankin  Park  Clinic.  The  W.V.S.  organisation 
also  distributed  Welfare  Foods  from  a van  to  the  more  outlying  districts 
of  the  Burgh  and  from  their  Headquarters  at  the  Erskine  Orr  Hall. 


The  quantities  supplied  during  1957  and  1958  were  as  follows: — 
Foods  1957  1958 


National  Dried  Milk  ...  . 76,870  tins 

Orange  Juice  . 49,884  bottles 

Cod  Liver  Oil  7,909  bottles 

Vitamin  A&D  2,301  packets 

There  is  a decrease  in  the  uptake  of  these  foods  in 
with  1957. 


64,517  tins 
29,808  bottles 
4.400  bottles 
2,353  packets 

1958  compared 


DOMESTIC  HELPS 

The  public  demand  for  this  useful  service  is  being  maintained,  as 
the  figures  given  below  will  testify.  Such  helps  are  provided  for  homes 
where  illness,  or  infirmity  exists,  including  confinements. 


No.  of  Helps 

Type  of  Case 

Whole 

Part 

Con- 

Other 

Time 

Time 

finements 

Illness 

Total 

1951 



12 

33 

45 

78 

1952 

— 

10 

32 

58 

90 

1953 

— 

5 

25 

26 

51 

1954 

— 

8 

34 

42 

76 

1 955 

— 

10 

20 

55 

75 

1956 

— 

11 

35 

56 

91 

1957 

— 

11 

30 

60 

90 

1958 

11 

26 

62 

88 

The  62  “other  illness”  cases  in  1958  included  17  aged  and  infirm 
persons  for  whom  domestic  help  was  provided. 

The  essential  aim  of  the  service  is  to  provide  assistance  in  the  home 
of  those  rendered  temporarily  incapable  or  uncared  for;  as  a rule,  six 
weeks  is  the  maximum  period  over  which  domestic  help  is  provided, 
but  if  the  circumstances  warrant  it,  an  exceptional  extension  is  allowed. 
This  occurred  in  3 instances  during  the  year. 

In  1958  a total  of  12,461  hours  were  worked  by  domestic  helps,  an 
average  of  142  hours  per  patient. 
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The  scheme  started  by  the  Greenock  Presbytery  for  the  provision 
of  voluntary  night  sitters  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  In  case- 
of  chronic  illness  where  the  patient  requires  constant  supervision,  the 
night  sitter  acts  as  relief  for  the  normal  attendant.  Cases  are  referred 
to  the  Presbytery  by  the  local  ministers,  or  by  the  District  Nurses.  The 
service  is  greatly  appreciated  by  those  who  take  advantage  of  it. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS, 

CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

Tuberculosis 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Department  continued  its  preventive  role 
in  relation  to  tuberculosis  throughout  the  year.  Advice  and  assistance, 
with  particular  emphasis  on  the  prevention  of  spread  of  the  disease,  was 
given  to  all  persons  suffering  from  the  disease  and  to  their  families. 

The  various  social  services  for  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
were  continued  during  1958. 

The  National  Assistance  Board  helped  patients  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances. As  in  previous  years,  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department, 
in  cases  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician,  provided  assistance  in 
the  form  of  free  milk  and  also  the  supply  of  bed  and  bedding  in  accor- 
dance with  a graduated  scale  of  charges.  During  1958.  nine  cases  were 
supplied  with  beds  and  bedding  and  6 cases  with  bedding  only. 

Where  a case  of  tuberculosis  occurs  in  an  overcrowded  household 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommends  re-housing  to  a larger  house. 
The  purpose  of  this  is  to  allow  the  patient  to  have  a bedroom  to  him- 
self, thus  helping  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  to  other  persons 
in  the  household.  In  all.  during  the  year,  a total  of  26  families  were  re- 
housed in  this  manner. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  and  confirmed  as  suffering  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  was  107,  65  of  these  being  males  and  42 
females.  This  figure  represents  an  increase  of  36  compared  with  the 
figure  for  1957,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  is  a result  of  the  in- 
tensive campaign  against  tuberculosis  held  during  the  year. 

The  schemes  for  mantoux  testing,  examination,  and.  where  indi- 
cated, vaccination  with  B.C.G..  were  continued  throughout  the  year, 
and  the  numbers  vaccinated  and  the  various  groups  to  which  they 
belong  are  given  below: — 


Group 

Tuberculin 

tested 

i 

Negative 

re-actors 

Vaccinated 
during  1958 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

(1)  Nurses  

3 

49 

1 

11 

O 

11 

(2)  Medical  Students  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Contacts  

(4)  Special  Groups  not 
included  in  (1)  to 
(3)  above: — 

83 

94 

63 

67 

126 

130 

(a)  School  leavers 

433 

504 

244 

302 

243 

295 

(b)  Infant  Scheme 

27 

26 

26 

26 

613 

593 

(5)  Others  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(6)  Totals 

6 4 7 

674 

335 

407 

985 

1030 
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Infants. — The  mother  of  each  infant  born  in  Rankin  Memorial 
Hospital,  if  willing,  completes  a form  consenting  to  her  newly  born 
child  being  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  A weekly  visit  is  paid  to  the  hos- 
pital by  a member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  department  to  carry  out 
these  vaccinations.  During  the  year,  819  infants  were  vaccinated  at 
the  hospital,  and  of  that  number,  634  were  babies  whose  mothers  were 
normally  resident  in  the  Burgh.  The  remaining  185  babies  vaccinated 
were  born  to  mothers  who  resided  outwith  the  Burgh,  and  in  each  case 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  area  concerned  was  notified.  This 
arrangement  works  satisfactorily  and  is  convenient  as  no  skin  test  prior 
to  vaccination  is  necessary  in  children  who  are  less  than  two  months 
old. 


Vaccination  is  similarly  offered  for  infants  born  at  home,  and  dur- 
ing the  year,  387  babies  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 

Mass  Radiography. — From  14th  April  to  9th  May,  a Mass  Radio- 
graphy Campaign  was  held  in  the  Burgh.  During  this  campaign,  a part 
of  a two  year  national  drive  against  tuberculosis,  48,093  persons 
attended  for  X-ray.  Of  this  number,  46,086  were  Greenock  residents. 
This  figure  includes  the  14  years  of  age  group.  On  the  basis  of  15  years 
and  over,  78.31%  of  the  population  of  the  Burgh  attended  for  X-ray, 
and  at  the  time  this  represented  a Scottish  record  in  respect  of  a four- 
week  campaign. 

Seventy-seven  cases  of  active  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  dis- 
covered, including  one  man  residing  outwith  Greenock.  Of  these,  45 
were  men,  approximately  half  of  them  being  over  45  years  of  age.  This 
illustrates  the  present-day  tendency,  among  men  at  any  rate,  for  res- 
piratory tuberculosis  to  be  particularly  active  amongst  those  over 
middle  age.  There  were  32  female  cases,  most  of  them  being  in  the  late 
teens  or  middle  twenties,  which  makes  an  interesting  contrast  with  the 
findings  for  men. 

There  were  92  cases  of  doubtful  tuberculosis  requiring  observa- 
tion. Of  these,  48  were  males  residing  within  the  Burgh,  and  two  out- 
side it.  There  were  40  resident  females  cases  and  two  non-resident. 
Here  again,  the  preponderance  of  male  cases  was  in  men  over  middle 
age;  while  in  the  case  of  women,  the  preponderance  was  in  the  late 
twenties  and  early  thirties. 

Many  prizes,  large  and  small,  were  donated  for  the  purpose  of  the 
campaign  by  local  business  firms,  shopkeepers  and  others.  These  gifts, 
which  were  acknowledged  by  this  department  and  publicly  in  the  Press, 
undoubtedly  contributed  towards  the  success  of  the  campaign.  The 
wholehearted  support  of  the  many  hundreds  of  volunteers  who  assisted 
before  and  during  the  campaign  was  greatly  appreciated. 


Statistics. — The  following  table  shows  the  confirmed  figures  of  new 
cases  of  respiratory  and  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  for  the  period 
1950  to  1958:— 


TYPE 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Respiratory 

234 

212 

274 

215 

119 

106 

87 

71 

107 

Non-respiratory 

33 

14 

35 

28 

31 

20 

10 

15 

10 

H 
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The  following  table  shows,  by  age  group  and  site  of  the  disease,  the 
number  of  cases  confirmed  during  1958: — 


Age 

Groups 

Form  Sex 

Under  1 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  35 

3 J- 

— L'" 
rt  ~ 

3 ^ 

y. 

-3 

Tl  Ij 

— 

Total 

Respiratory 

(M. 

1 

2 

5 

11 

8 

8 

12 

18 

65 

F- 

— 

— 

_ 

/ 

12 

10 

6 

2 

3 

2 

42 

Total  Respiratory 

— 

1 

9 

17 

21 

14 

10 

15 

20 

107 

Abdominal 

M. 

F. 

IM. 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Meningeal 

IF. 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

M. 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 

If. 

M 

1 

9 

3 

Bones  and  Joints 

- 

Superficial  Glands 

M. 

M 

1 

1 

3 

Genito-Urinary  Organs 

F. 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

M. 

Other  Organs 

— 

Non -Respiratory  Total 

— 

1 

i 

o 

4 

9 

— 

— ’ 

— 

10 

The  Classification  in  age  groups  of  registered  tuberculosis  cases 
in  Greenock  is  as  follows: — 
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Form  Sex  £ 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  35 

35  and 
under  45 

45  and 
under  55 

55  and 
under  65 

t n 

*3  *2 
C rt 
* * 
C. 

Total 

. IM. 

4 

51 

70 

127 

105 

SO 

70 

45 

561 

Respiratory  | j;  j 

0 

51 

119 

206 

99 

34 

9 

11 

536 

IM. 

I 

S 

14 

13 

9 

3 

9 

50 

Non- Respiratory  (]?  

1 

1 1 

16 

24 

1 1 

5 

9 

70 

29 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  resident  in  the 
Burgh  who  received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year: — 


In  hospital 
on 

Jan.  1st 

Admitted 

during 

year 

Discharged 

during 

year 

Died 

in 

hospital 

In  hospital 
on 

Dec.  31st 

Under  15  years— 
M. 

1 

1 

1 

i 

F. 

2 

6 

5 

— 

3 

15 — 45  years — 

M. 

29 

34 

4, 

3 

18 

F. 

29 

52 

58 

o 

21 

45  years  and  over — 
M. 

15 

51 

43 

3 

20 

F. 

7 

6 

11 

1 

L 

Total 

83 

150 

160 

9 

64 

Smoking  and  Cancer  of  the  Lung 

Following  on  the  National  publicity  in  connection  with  smoking 
and  lung  cancer,  and  after  consideration  of  the  M.R.C.  report  on  this 
subject,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  co-operation  by  the  medical 
staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  with  the  Youth  Committee 
of  the  local  Presbytery  in  an  effort  to  educate  school  children  locally  on 
the  ill  effects  of  smoking. 

Epilepsy 

No  new  arrangements  for  the  care  of  treatment  of  epileptics  came 
into  operation  during  1958.  As  a rule,  children  under  school  age  are 
referred  by  their  own  family  doctor  to  the  appropriate  consultant  who. 
where  necessary,  arranges  treatment.  Some  cases,  where  there  is  a 
psychotic  element,  are  referred  to  the  Psychiatric  Out-patient  Clinic, 
operated  by  the  Renfrewshire  Mental  Hospitals  Board  and  of  these 
some  enter  mental  hospitals  on  a voluntary  basis.  Three  cases  are 
accommodated  at  the  Epileptic  Colony  at  Bridge  of  Weir  under  Part 
III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

As  before,  information  is  made  available  to  the  Local  Youth 
Employment  Officer  to  assist  him  in  his  task  of  fitting  the  epileptic  into 
a suitable  job  where  his  ailment  will  not  expose  him  to  undue  risk. 

Cerebral  Palsy 

Cases  of  cerebral  palsy  are  usually  detected  by  the  family  prac- 
titioner or  health  visitor  before  the  child  reaches  school  age,  and  often 
arrangements  for  treatment  for  the  physical  defect  can  be  commenced 
early.  Disposal  of  cases  after  the  child  reaches  school  age  depend  on 
whether  or  not  there  is  an  accompanying  mental  defect  and  on  its 
severity. 

At  the  end  of  1958  there  were  11  cases  in  the  Burgh,  all  of  them 
attending  Glenburn  School. 

Scottish  Council  for  the  Care  of  Spastics 

The  School  at  Scotscraig,  Paisley  set  up  in  1957,  continued  through- 
out the  year  to  provide  a valuable  service  for  cerebral  palsied  children 
up  to  the  age  of  15  years.  This  school,  founded  by  the  Scottish  Council 
lor  the  Care  of  Spastics.  extended  its  services  during  1958  by  the  pro- 
ision  of  a mobile  physiotherapy  service  in  the  area. 
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Chiropody 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a chiropody  service  to  persons  of 
pensionable  age  in  the  Burgh,  initiated  by  the  Greenock  Social  Service 
Association,  was,  at  the  request  of  that  Association,  taken  over  by  the 
Corporation  in  May.  1958.  The  Corporation  had  until  that  time  given 
a grant  of  £300  per  annum  to  the  voluntary  body  towards  the  cost  of 
the  scheme. 

A charge  of  1/-  per  treatment  continues  to  be  made. 

During  the  year  1958,  2,871  treatments  were  carried  out,  and  this 
provides  full-time  employment  for  qne  chiropodist. 

Health  Education 

During  the  year,  efforts  were  continued  by  the  medical  and  nursing 
staff  of  the  Local  Authority  to  promote  this  aspect  of  the  work  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Department.  The  health  visitor  is  possibly  the 
most  important  member  of  the  team  and  with  her  training,  experience 
and  knowledge  of  the  home  and  the  family,  she  can  do  more  to  teach 
health  principles  than  any  other  member  of  the  staff.  Most  of  her 
efforts  are  directed  to  the  education  of  mothers  and  to  give  help  and 
guidance  in  bringing  up  young  children.  In  addition  to  domiciliary 
visiting,  the  health  visitors  attend  the  child  welfare  clinics,  giving  in- 
formal talks  to  groups  of  mothers,  using  a film  strip  projector  to 
illustrate  their  teaching.  Reference  is  made  elsewhere  to  the  talks  on 
mothercraft. 

Continued  efforts  were  made  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of 
accidents  in  the  home.  An  account  of  the  work  under  this  heading  is 
made  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

A continuously  changing  supply  of  leaflets  and  posters  on  Health 
Education  is  made  available  for  display  in  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Department,  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Toddlers’  Playgrounds,  etc.  These 
refer  to  such  important  features  as  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
immunisation,  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis  vaccination,  accidents  in  the 
home,  welfare  foods,  correct  footwear  for  children,  posture,  and  the 
importance  of  dental  care. 

Posters  were  supplied  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education 
and  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  for  use  on  the  four  hoard- 
ings owned  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  and  situated  in 
prominent  sites  in  the  town.  The  subjects  of  the  posters  displa3Ted 
during  the  year  included: — 

We  do  not  eat  enough  of  these  vegetables. 

How  to  deal  with  Influenza. 

Clean  hands — clean  food, 

Keep  fit  all  the  year  round. 

Diphtheria. 

Health  of  mother  and  child. 

Posters  in  connection  with  the  T.B.  campaign. 

Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the  Home 

In  recent  years  much  attention  has  been  focussed  on  the  large 
number  of  accidents  occurring  in  the  home.  Many  accidents,  particu- 
larly burns  and  scalds,  require  the  victim  to  spend  a long  time  either 
in  hospital  or  off  work  with  a consequent  high  cost  to  the  community. 
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Continued  attention  was  given  to  the  subject  of  accidents  in  the 
home.  A very  large  number  of  accidents  happen  to  old  people  over  65 
and  about  two-thirds  of  this  group  are  women.  The  main  causes  are 
falls,  coal  gas  poisoning  and  burns.  The  statistics  suggest  that  the 
next  highest  number  of  victims  are  the  young  children,  where  the 
causes  are  usually  falls,  suffocation,  including  inhalation  of  food  or  of 
vomit,  and  burns. 

Very  many  of  the  causes  are  preventable,  such  as  unguarded  fires, 
bad  electrical  repairs,  overhanging  tablecloths,  handling  hot  liquids 
carelessly,  slippery  floors,  loose  mats  and  electric  appliances  in  bath- 
rooms. The  Health  and  Welfare  Department  has  a glass  display  case 
with  appropriate  models  illustrating  the  dangers  attached  to  each  little 
scene.  This  glass  case  is  on  display  for  a few  weeks  at  a time  in  each 
of  the  Corporation  clinics. 

The  health  visitor,  during  their  domiciliary  visits,  are  constantly 
urging  the  importance  of  preventing  home  accidents  and  particularly 
those  accidents  which  affect  the  very  young.  There  are  available  many 
posters  issued  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents 
and  these  are  displayed  in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Toddlers’  Play- 
grounds and  in  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  itself.  Frequent 
changes  of  posters  tend  to  stimulate  interest  and  efforts  are  made  to 
use  those  which  are  topical. 

Throughout  the  year  a selection  of  these  posters  was  sent  to  the 
general  practitioners  in  the  Burgh  for  display  in  their  surgeries.  These 
were  well  received  by  the  doctors  and  are  there  seen  by  elderly  people, 
among  whom  so  many  accidents  occur,  but  who  are  normally  more  diffi- 
cult to  contact  than  the  young  children  routinely  visited  by  the  health 
visitors  in  their  homes. 

During  the  anti-tuberculosis  campaign  each  person  attending  sup- 
plied particulars  regarding  name,  address,  age,  etc.,  and  at  that  time  an 
opportunity  was  taken  to  ask  one  further,  but  unconnected,  question, 
this  being,  “Have  you  been  involved  in  an  accident  in  the  home  within 
the  last  year  ?”.  There  was  not  time  to  go  further  in  to  the  details  of 
the  accident  where  the  answer  was  “Yes”.  It  is,  however,  of  interest  to 
note  that  of  those  answering  the  question,  34,830  replied  to  the  effect 
that  no  such  accident  had  occurred,  while  474  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

At  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  a “Guard  that 
Fire”  Campaign  was  held  during  the  month  of  November,  1958.  By 
means  of  leaflets,  posters,  press  publicity  and  talks  to  selected  groups, 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  importance  of  using  suitable  guards  for 
fires,  particularly  in  relation  to  children  and  old  people.  The  co- 
operation of  local  traders  was  obtained  in  ensuring  that  an  adequate 
supply  of  fire  guards  was  available  to  the  public,  and  enquiries  have 
shown  that  in  fact  sales  of  fire  guards  rose  somewhat  as  a result  of  the 
Campaign. 


WELFARE  SERVICES 

OLD  PEOPLE 

fl)  Housing 

The  Corporation  continues  to  make  provision  of  small  houses  for 
' °ld  people  to  enable  them  to  live  normal  independent  lives  for  as  long 
• possible.  These  houses  are  provided  in  lower  fiats  of  tenement 
; blocks  and  one  storey  cottages  and  are  of  compact  design  to  make  their 
management  by  the  old  folk  as  easy  as  possible.  There  is  also  the 
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Westburn  Hostel  building  which  contains  self-contained  houses  for 
elderly  and  disabled  ladies.  The  total  number  of  old  folks’  houses  at 
the  end  of  1958  approached  100. 

(2)  Residential  Accommodation 

The  annually  increasing  number  of  old  people  among  the  popula- 
tion in  Greenock  as  elsewhere  makes  more  clamant  than  ever  the  need 
for  residential  accommodation  where  care  and  attention  are  provided. 
Within  the  Burgh,  there  are  four  Residential  Homes — 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Home. 

Medical  Aid  Home. 

Sir  Gabriel  Wood’s  Mariners’  Home. 

Belleaire  Home.  (Owned  and  administered  by  the  Corporation). 

All  of  these  Homes,  which  between  them  accommodate  about  150  aged 
persons,  are  continually  used  to  capacity  and  have  waiting  lists  for 
admission.  There  are  also  the  Joint-User  Establishments  utilised  by 
the  Corporation,  not  only  for  the  aged,  but  for  other  needy  categories. 

These  are: — 

Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary  Annexe,  Paisley. 

Central  Hospital,  Dumbarton. 

Ravenspark  Hospital,  Irvine.  (Formerly  Cunninghame  Home). 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  place  new  cases  anywhere 
and  there  is  a natural  reluctance  among  the  authorities  of  the  three 
Homes  last  mentioned  to  admit  cases  from  Greenock.  The  Corporation, 
fully  aware  of  the  growing  need  for  additional  accommodation  for  the 
aged  and  handicapped,  has  the  matter  under  active  consideration  and 
probable  sites  for  additional  Homes  are  being  examined. 

At  the  end  of  1958,  the  numbers  of  Greenock  people  (all  categories) 
accommodated  in  the  various  establishments  were  as  under: — 


1957 

1958 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

27 

Corporation  Home — Belleaire 
Joint-User  Homes — 

8 

19 

27  ’ 

18 

R.A.I.,  Paisley 

6 

12 

18 

9 

Central  Hospital.  Dumbarton 

3 

2 

5 j 

4 

Ravenspark  Hospital,  Irvine 

1 

2 

3 

7 

Homes  of  other  Local  Authorities 

4 

3 

7 1 

8 

Voluntary  Homes 

2 

7 

9 

73  69 


Of  this  total  of  69.  3 are  blind  cases.  3 epileptic,  and  1 a deaf  mute. 

During  the  year.  2 unmarried  mothers  were  accommodated  in 
Salvation  Army  Homes  in  Glasgow.  All  cases  are  investigated  full}’  by 
the  Welfare  Department  before  admission  to  any  Home  or  Institution 
is  decided  and  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  courtesy  and  co-operation 
of  the  various  authorities  and  staffs,  both  statutory  and  voluntary, 
dealt  with  in  the  interests  of  the  person  concerned. 

(3)  General  Welfare  of  Old  People 

The  most  varied  service  to  the  aged  is  at  present  carried  out  by 
the  W.V.S.,  who  organise  and  carry  out  such  duties  as  the  “Meals  on 
Wheels”  service,  old  people’s  Clubs  and  various  treats  at  different 
periods  of  the  year.  The  “Meals  on  Wheels”  service  provides  a cooked 
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lunch  on  two  days  each  week  to  around  50  old  people  in  their  homes, 
who  are  unable  to  prepare  it  for  themselves  and  the  value  of  this  con- 
tribution to  the  wellbeing  of  recipients  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 

The  five  Clubs,  also  run  by  the  W.V.S.,  supply  a welcome  diversion 
for  the  many  old  folk  who  attend  them.  The  average  weekly  atten- 
dance at  these  Clubs  is  about  700  and  talks,  concerts,  community  sing- 
ing. games,  etc.,  provide  a variety  of  interests. 

The  practical  interest  in  various  ways  directed  towards  the  welfare 
of  not  only  the  aged,  but  also  other  categories  of  needy  people  of  all 
ages,  by  different  local  voluntary  bodies  at  various  periods  of  the  year, 
must  be  gratefully  acknowledged  and  liberal  gifts  received  from  in- 
dustrial and  private  sources  enable  many  people,  young  and  old,  who 
would  not  otherwise  have  them,  to  enjoy,  with  the  more  fortunate 
members  of  the  community  something  of  the  joys  of  such  periods  as 
Christmas  and  the  New  Year. 

(4)  Registration  and  Inspection  of  Old  People’s  Homes 

No  new  Homes  were  registered  during  the  year  and  conditions  in 
the  existing  4 Homes  in  the  Burgh  were  found,  by  inspection,  to  be 
satisfactory. 

(5)  Temporary  Accommodation 

It  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Corporation  to  provide  temporary 
accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need  of  this,  because  of  such 
emergencies  as  fire,  flood,  storm  damage,  etc.,  which  could  not  reason- 
ably have  been  foreseen.  During  the  year,  there  were  only  a few  minor 
incidents  of  this  nature  and  accommodation  for  the  short  periods  of 
emergency  was  found  among  relatives  and  friends  of  the  families  con- 
cerned. Where  necessary,  the  cleaning  and  drying  of  bedding  and 
clothing  was  carried  out  at  the  Corporation  Cleansing  and  Disinfecting 
Station  and  replacement  of  essential  clothing  was  provided  by  friends 
or  relatives  or  from  local  voluntary  organisations  particularly  the 
W.V.S. 

(6)  Compulsory  Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  Urgent  Care 

In  only  one  case  was  use  of  powers  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  contemplated,  but  held  in  abeyance  pending  the  outcome 
of  other  efforts  to  solve  the  problem  and  which  proved  successful  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year. 

(7)  Care  of  Property  of  Persons  admitted  to  Hospital 

During  the  year,  the  duty  of  taking  charge  of  property  of  persons 
unable  to  do  so  themselves,  and  having  no  friends  or  relatives  to  do  so 
for  them,  was  carried  out  in  5 cases.  Such  matters  as  collection  of 
pension  or  other  benefit,  the  payment  of  rent  and  insurance,  and  even 
the  storage  of  furniture,  are  attended  to  as  necessary. 

(8)  Interments 

During  the  year.  14  persons  were  interred,  where  no  persons  were 
prepared  to  make  the  arrangements  regarding  the  decased.  As  much  of 
the  cost  of  this  service  as  possible  is  recovered  from  available  funds, 
such  as  death  grant  and  insurance. 

(9)  General  Welfare  Services 

During  1958,  close  on  1,100  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Welfare 
Section  of  the  Department.  Interviews  were  given  both  at  the  office 
and  clients’  homes,  where  necessary.  Repeated  visitations  were  carried 
out  where  such  appeared  advisable  or  necessary  and  contacts  with 
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other  statutory  and  voluntary  bodies  frequently  made  in  their  interests. 
Problems  posed  were  many  and  varied — difficulties  connected  with 
accommodation,  finance,  family  and  personal  matters,  etc.  Many  were 
helped  directly  and  indirectly  and  where  practical  assistance  (such  as 
finance)  could  not  be  given,  the  best  possible  advice  and  other  forms  of 
assistance  were  extended. 


WELFARE  SERVICES  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

(10)  Blind  Persons 
(a)  Register 

The  following  summary  shows  the  total  number  of  blind  persons 
registered  under  the  Act  with  the  Corporation  as  at  31st  March,  1959: — 


Age  groups  of  all  blind  persons 

on  Register: — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2 to  4 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 to  15  years  

1 

2 

3 

16  to  17  years  

1 

— 

1 

18  to  20  years 

1 

1 

2 

21  to  29  years 

3 

5 

8 

30  to  39  years 

4 

3 

7 

40  to  49  years 

6 

5 

n 

50  to  59  years 

9 

8 

17 

60  to  64  years 

7 

10 

17 

65  to  69  years 

7 

7 

14 

70  years  and  over  ... 

14 

58 

72 

53 

99 

152 

The  significant  feature  of  the 

register  continued 

be  the  high 

pro- 

portion  (47%)  of  persons  over  70  years  of  age.  While  blindness  is  a 
handicap  associated  with  old  age,  the  increasing  number  also  reflects 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  elderly  in  the  community. 

(b)  New  Registrations 

19  persons  were  registered  for  the  first  time  for  year  ended  31st 
March,  1959,  the  major  cause  of  blindness  being  varying  forms  of 
cataract. 

The  domiciliary  services  for  blind  persons  continue  to  be  provided 
by  the  Joint  Committee  for  Glasgow  and  South-West  of  Scotland.  The 
Mission  to  the  Out-Door  Blind  supplies  a Home  Visitor /Teacher 
(Braille,  Moon  and  Handcrafts,  etc.),  who  covers  the  Greenock  and 
Port  Glasgow  area  and  also  organises  a social  club  for  the  blind  in  the 
Erskine  Orr  Hall  and  periodic  concerts  in  the  Town  Hall  Saloon.  The 
Corporation,  however,  having  reviewed  this  service  to  the  blind,  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  service  to  Greenock  people  deprived  of  their  vision 
could  be  more  effectively  administred  by  the  Corporation  itself,  so  that 
withdrawal  from  the  Joint  Committee  referred  to  is  under  considera- 
tion. One  improvement  already  effected  is  an  arrangement  whereby 
local  people  becoming  blind  can  now  be  certified  at  Greenock  Eye 
Infirmary  instead  of  having  to  go  to  Glasgow  for  this  purpose.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  Table,  there  were  152  persons  on  the  register  at  31st 
March  1959.  19  of  these  being  new  cases  registered  over  the  previous 
year. 
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(c)  Residence 


The  numbers  of  blind  persons  in  various  types  of 
March,  1959,  were  as  follows: — 

Male 


In  Private  Dwellings  ...  ...  . . 47 

In  Homes  providing  care  and  attention  2 

In  Mental  Hospitals  ...  . . . 1 

In  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  . . l 

In  Chronic  Sick  Wards  2 


dwellings  at  31st 

Female  Total 
89  136 

6 8 

2 3 

1 

2 4 


Total  53  99  152 


(d)  Home  Teaching 

Mr  James  Reid.  Home  Visitor/Teacher,  still  has  a total  of  approxi- 
mately 200  blind  persons  under  his  care  between  Port  Glasgow  and 
Greenock.  During  the  year,  he  made  a total  of  410  domiciliary  visits  to 
the  Greenock  cases  and  figures  under  the  heading  of  teaching  are  as 
follows: — 


(e)  Braille  and  Moon  — Readers  and  Tuition 

M. 

No.  of  Readers  registered  with  National  Library 

for  the  Blind  (London)  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Other  Readers  registered  with  Library 

of  Out-Door  Mission  (Glasgow)  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  Persons  receiving  lessons  in  Braille  Type  1 
No.  of  Persons  receiving  lessons  in  Moon  Type  — 
No.  of  lessons  given  during  year  ...  ...  ...  20 


F. 


8 

1 

20 


T. 

1 

16 

2 

40 


The  number  of  lessons  shown  above  are  those  given  in  the  homes 
of  the  blind,  no  note  being  kept  of  any  Braille  or  Moon  lessons  given 
either  at  handcraft  classes  or  on  Club  days. 


(f)  Wireless  and  Talking  Books 

The  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund  was  able  to  meet  all  demands. 
Repairs  and  re-issue  of  used  sets  assisted  in  maintaining  the  full  supply. 
Batteries  continued  to  be  supplied  at  a reduced  charge  of  about  5/- 
against  the  usual  19/-,  but  the  great  majority  of  sets  are  now  portable 
electric — only  4 battery  sets  now  remaining  in  use.  All  registered 
blind  persons  are  in  receipt  of  a free  licence. 

There  are  3 Talking-Book  Machines  in  use  in  Greenock  and 
specially  manufactured  long  playing  records  are  obtainable  from  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind  in  London.  Although  in  very  short 
supply,  the  Talking  Book  Machines  are  extremely  suitable  for  elderly 
blind  persons  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  a great  deal  and 
who,  by  reason  of  age,  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  learn  Braille  or 
Moon. 


(g)  Holidays 

Once  again  facilities  at  Dunoon  were  taken  advantage  of  by  3 
Greenock  persons,  who  paid  their  own  expenses  at  early  season  rates. 
Three  persons  were  admitted  on  a holiday  basis  to  Saltcoats  Convales- 
cent Home  at  no  cost  to  themselves,  their  expenses  being  met  by  the 
Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind. 

(h)  Handcraft  Classes 

During  the  winter  months,  handcraft  classes  are  held  in  t he 
Erskine  Orr  Hall  and  these  were  regularly  attended  by  7 men  and  5 
women,  who  undertook  various  light  handcrafts. 
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(i)  General  Social  Activities,  Entertainments,  Outings 

The  Erskine  Orr  Hall  was  also  used  as  a social  centre  for  the  blind, 
being  available  daily  to  men.  and  on  one  afternoon  per  week,  a special 
women’s  meeting  was  held,  when  choral  work  and  reading  from  popular 
books  by  sighted  volunteers  were  practised.  The  average  attendance 
at  these  meetings  was  30.  The  centre  has  its  own  blind  men’s  domino 
team  and  in  addition  to  their  own  internal  competitions,  the  local  team 
competed  against  sides  from  Port  Glasgow,  Renfrewshire  and  other 
West  of  Scotland  areas.  Organised  visits  were  paid  by  the  members  of 
the  Greenock  Centre  to  these  other  areas  and  these  visits  were  recipro- 
cated at  Greenock.  There  was  a theatre  outing  during  the  winter  and 
also  a monthly  afternoon  concert  in  the  Saloon  of  the  Town  Hall.  There 
was  also  the  annual  outing  to  Lochgoilhead  by  arrangement  with  the 
Mission  to  the  Blind  and  all  of  these  entertainments  and  outings  were 
well  attended. 


(j)  Employment 


The  employment,  etc.,  position  of  all  registered  blind  persons  over 
the  age  of  16  is  as  follows: — 


In  workshops  for  the  blind 

Employed  in  open  Industry  

Home  Workers  

Undergoing  training  for  sheltered  employment 
Undergoing  training  for  open  industry  ... 
Arrangements  for  training  pending 

In  Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh  

Not  capable  of  employment 

Not  available  for  employment  (housewives. 

retired  persons,  etc.)  ... 

Still  at  school  


M. 

F. 

T. 

9 

1 

10 

5 

2 

7 

1 

— 

i 

2 

— 

2 

i 

— 

I 

i 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

8 

8 

16 

24 

86 

110 

1 

— 

1 

52 

97 

149 

(k)  Sheltered  Employment 

All  blind  persons  capable  of  training  and  employment  are  eligible 
to  register  as  disabled  persons  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour.  The 
Ministry  meets  the  cost  of  industrial  rehabilitation  and  training  and 
this  is  normally  carried  out  at  Alwyn  House.  Ceres,  and  then  at  either 
Craigmillar  Park.  Edinburgh,  or  the  Glasgow  Workshops  for  the  Blind. 
The  workshops  in  Glasgow,  owned  and  managed  by  a Joint  Committee 
composed  of  representatives  of  the  various  local  authorities  in  the  West 
of  Scotland,  are  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  sheltered  employment  for  blind  persons.  Trainees  there 
receive  allowances  from  the  Ministry  and  serve  an  apprenticeship  of 
five  years;  in  respect  of  all  trained  workers,  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
pays  an  equal  grant  to  the  Committee  amounting  to  75%  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  them  in  providing  employment  facilities,  subject  to  a maxi- 
mum per  capita  grant  at  the  rate  of  £100  per  annum.  Twelve  persons 
on  the  Greenock  Register  are  employed  in  Workshops;  10  of  these  are 
males  (including  2 trainees)  and  1 female,  and  are  employed  in  the 
Glasgow  Workshops,  the  remaining  person  being  a male  employed  in 
the  Northern  Countries  Institute  for  the  Blind  Workshop  at  Inverness. 


(1)  Wages  and  Conditions 


The  present  Scheme  of  Wages  and  Conditions  governing  the  train- 
ing and  employment  of  blind  persons  in  Scottish  Sheltered  Workshop? 
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was  drawn  up  by  the  Joint  Industrial  Advisory  Committee  for  Scottish 
Institutions  for  the  Blind. 


(m)  Employment  in  Open  Industry 


Increasing  emphasis  is  being  placed  to  day  upon  the  absorption  of 
trained  blind  workers  into  occupation  in  open  industry;  during  the  past 
five  years,  this  has  been  carried  out  successfully  locally  in  the  following 
cases,  the  employees  earning  the  normal  wage  rate  for  the  job: — 


Shorthand  Typist 
Telephone  Operator 
Labourer — Hospital  Service 
Office  Messenger 


M.  F.  T. 

1 1 
3 1 4 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 


5 2 7 


(n)  Home  Workers 

There  is  one  approved  home-worker  in  the  area,  a fully  qualified 
musician  who,  by  maintaining  his  earnings  above  the  prescribed  mini- 
mum. qualifies  for  annual  grant  from  the  Local  Authority. 


(o)  Education 

There  are  3 blind  children  under  the  age  of  16;  one  is  being  educated 
at  the  Royal  Blind  School.  Edinburgh,  and  two  at  St.  Vincent’s  School. 
Glasgow.  A youth  approaching  the  age  of  18  years  is  continuing  his 
education  at  the  Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh. 

(11)  Partially-Sighted  Persons 

There  are  17  persons  on  this  register,  all  of  whom  are  visited  by 
the  Home  Teacher  and  most  of  whom  take  part  in  the  social  activities 
of  the  blind. 


(12)  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons 

The  Greenock  Mission  to  the  Deaf  carries  out  much  good  work 
in  the  interests  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  members  of  the  community.  Mr 
Wm.  Mathewson,  the  Missioner.  had  92  Greenock  adults  and  21  child- 
ren, from  3 to  16  years  of  age.  on  his  register  at  the  end  of  the  year — 
apart  from  15  Port  Glasgow  and  12  Gourock  persons.  The  proportion 
of  males  to  females  is  (in  common  with  the  country  in  general)  equal, 
the  incidence  being  just  over  one  per  thousand  of  population  and  more 
or  less  evenly  distributed  over  the  various  age  groups  above  16  years 
of  age. 

During  the  year,  there  were  4 additions  to  the  Greenock  register 
by  reason  of  deaf  people  belonging  to  small  communities  (such  as 
Dunoon,  where  there  are  only  one  or  two  deaf  people)  preferring  to 
live  in  a larger  community  where  there  are  more  deaf  people  with 
whom  they  can  have  a wider  social  life. 

The  Missioner,  a skilled  interpreter,  carries  out  much  social  welfare 
work  in  the  interests  of  his  flock,  helping  to  resolve  their  personal 
I problems  and  organising  social  events  on  their  behalf — not  forgetting 
the  usual  festivities  connected  with  Christmas  and  New  Year  and  also 
those  connected  with  Rabbie  Burns  and  Hallowe’en  gremlins  ! — though 
viewing  television,  despite  their  deafness,  is  becoming  a major  form  of 
recreation  among  deaf  people,  to  the  detriment  of  more  active  pursuits 
such  as  table  tennis,  draughts  and  even  card  playing.  Further  educa- 
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tion  also  comes  under  Mr  Mathewson’s  purview  and  classes  in  dress- 
making, held  in  the  Mission  premises,  attract  a regular  attendance  of 
about  10  female  members,  and  a wood-work  class,  held  in  Glenburn 
School,  attracts  an  average  attendance  of  about  a dozen  of  his  male 
members. 

Greenock  Corporation  shows  its  practical  interest  in  the  Mission 
by  making  an  annual  grant  of  £300  and  by  being  represented  on  the 
Board  of  Management  by  three  members.  In  matters  of  mutual  in- 
terest, there  is  excellent  collaboration  between  the  Missioner  and  the 
Corporation’s  Welfare  Officer. 


(13)  Crippled  and  Other  Classes  of  Handicapped  Persons 

This  scheme  has  now  been  in  operation  for  4 years.  At  the  end  of 
1958  the  register  contained  175  persons — as  many  as  one  Officer  may 
be  expected  to  deal  with  adequately.  During  the  year  666  home  visits 
were  made  and  work  was  found  for  one  person.  The  following  tables 
show  the  various  types  of  handicap,  age  groups,  employability  and 
service  provided. 


I. — Handicaps 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Paralysis  

13 

13 

26 

Kyphosis  2 

2 

4 

Disseminated  Sclerosis 

3 

2 

5 

Cardiac  Disease  4 

4 

8 

Muscular  Dystrophy 

3 

1 

4 

T.B.  (Bone)  ...  3 

3 

6 

Parkinson’s  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

Digestive  Disorders  8 

11 

19 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

3 

4 

Deafness  — 

1 

1 

Nervous  Conditions 

6 

12 

18 

Eyesight  — 

3 

3 

Mental  Illness 

6 

4 

10 

Cripples  (Injuries)  6 

4 

10 

Mentally  Handicapped 

1 

6 

7 

Cripples  (Amputa- 

Epilepsy  

5 

5 

10 

tions)  5 

2 

7 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

1 

4 

5 

Congenital  Deformities  5 

7 

12 

Rheumatism 

1 

3 

4 

Cancer  1 

— 

1 

Respiratory  Disorders 

8 

11 

19 

Total  — 82 

93 

175 

II. — Age  Grouping 


M. 

F. 

T. 

16-19  years 

2 

1 

3 

20-29  years  . . 

13 

17 

30 

30-39  years 

13 

11 

24 

40-49  years 

24 

27 

51 

50-59  years 

15 

24 

39 

60  + 

15 

13 

28 

72 

83 

175 
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m. — Employability 

Employed  33 

Unemployed:  (a)  Registered  with  M.O.L.  as  disabled  9 

(b)  Registered  with  N.A.B.  as  disabled  92 

(c)  Housewives  . ..  . ...  . . 41 

175 


IV. — Service  Provided 


Housebound 

Not  Housebound 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Engaged  in  Occupational  Therapy 

6 

5 

11 

4 

11 

15 

Visited  at 

3-monthly  intervals 

17 

19 

36 

10 

1 

11 

Visited  at 

6-monthly  intervals 

3 

1 

4 

38 

20 

58 

One  of  the  major  difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  Disabled  who  are 
fit  for  work  is  the  fact  that  suitable  employment  is  very  difficult  to 
find,  this  being  due  to  the  scarcity  of  light  industry  in  this  part  of  the 
country;  also  that  the  majority  are  very  unwilling  to  travel  any  dis- 
tance. There  is  also  reluctance  on  the  part  of  females  to  take  up 

domestic  work,  as  it  might  entail  leaving  home.  In  the  opinion  of  quite 
a few,  registering  as  a Disabled  Person  bars  them  from  open  or  other 
employment  for  which  they  think  they  are  fit  and  it  is  difficult  to  eradi- 
cate this  impression. 

During  the  year,  there  were  6 deaths;  2 were  admitted  to  hospital 
and  1 left  the  district,  having  found  other  employment.  One  person 
was  placed  in  employment,  but  was  forced  to  leave  for  health  reasons. 

As  far  as  possible,  visits  (apart  from  Occupational  Therapy)  have 

been  adjusted  to  three  monthly  and  six  monthly  intervals.  The  three 

monthly  visits  are  made  to  those  who  live  alone  or  are  housebound  and 
those  who  do  not  have  outside  contacts.  The  six  monthly  visits  are  of 
a more  routine  nature  and  paid  to  those  more  able  to  engage  themselves 
in  normal  social  activities. 

Practical  assistance  and  advice  on  personal  problems  are  given  so 
far  as  is  possible  and  the  Officer  maintains  close  liaison  with  the  Dis- 
ablement Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

1 Duties 

The  duties  under  this  head  include: — 

I (a)  Receipt  of  information  from  doctors  and  other  professional 
agencies  of  cases  of  mental  illness  and  mental  deficiency. 

(b)  Certification  where  necessary  and  subsequent  removal  of  patients 
to  Mental  Hospitals  or  certified  Institutions. 
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(c)  Arrangements  for  guardianship  at  home  or  boarding-out  with  un- 
related guardians  of  certain  mental  patients  and  mental  defectives 
including  visitation  and  supervision  where  necessary. 

(d)  Submission  of  reports  on  home  conditions  and  employment  pros- 
pects of  patients  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  or  put  under  super- 
vision. 

(e)  Reports  to  Sheriff  Court  of  cases  under  the  Criminal  Justice 
(Scotland)  Act. 

(f)  Submission  of  statutory  reports  in  respect  of  the  mental  defectives 
under  Detention  Orders  to  General  Board  of  Control — the  Statu- 
tory Supervisory  Body. 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care 

The  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act.  1947  (Sect.  27)  pro- 
vides for  the  local  authority  making  arrangements  for  the  purpose  of 
the  prevention  of  illness,  the  care  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  or 
mental  deficiency  and  the  after-care  of  such  persons. 

In  the  prevention  of  mental  illness  the  importance  of  good  care  and 
training  and  emotional  security  in  infancy  and  childhood  is  more  im- 
portant than  any  other  factor.  In  this  connection,  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  staff  are  fully  aware  of  their  vital  role  and  full  use  is 
made  of  existing  facilities.  The  continued  lack  of  a fully  staffed  Child 
Guidance  Clinic  in  the  town  must  be  deplored. 

Psychiatric  Clinic 

Accommodation  in  Wellpark  Clinic  is  rented  to  the  Renfrewshire 
Mental  Hospital  Board  and  consultative  sessions  are  given  there  b3'  Dr. 
R.  Haig  Mitchell.  Physician  Superintendent.  Ravenscraig  Mental 
Hospital. 

Mental  Illness 

During  1958,  34  Greenock  persons  (14  males.  20  females)  were 
certified  as  being  of  unsound  mind  and  removed  to  mental  hospitals 
and  133  persons  (59  males,  74  females)  were  admitted  as  voluntary 
patients.  This  was  an  increase  of  11  certified  patients,  but  a decrease 
by  the  same  number  of  voluntary  patients  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year.  During  1958,  20  certified  (9  males,  11  females)  and  113  . 
voluntary  patients  (47  males.  66  females)  were  discharged  from 
Ravenscraig  Mental  Hospital  and  12  certified  cases  (4  males.  8 females) 
and  14  voluntary  patients  (6  males.  8 females)  were  removed  bjr  death. 

Guardianship  Cases 

A notable  administrative  change  took  place  during  the  year  in 
regard  to  maintenance  responsibility  for — 

(a)  Certified  mental  patients  boarded-out  under  Guardianship. 

(b)  Certified  mental  patients  “under  supervision”  or  “on  pass’" 
from  Mental  Hospitals. 

(c)  Certified  mental  defectives  "on  licence”  or  “on  pass”  from 
Institutions. 

As  from  1st  September.  1958.  financial  responsibility  for  mainten- 
ance (including  clothing)  for  the  aforementioned  categories  was  trans- 
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ferred  from  Local  Authorities  (acting  for  Regional  Hospital  Boards) 
to  the  National  Assistance  Board,  leaving  only  certified  mental  defec- 
tives under  guardianship  as  the  responsibility  of  Local  Authorities.  At 
the  effective  date,  there  were  no  cases  of  category  (b)  and  (c)  and  the 
8 cases  in  category  (a)  were  accordingly  transferred  to  the  National 
Assistance  Board.  Local  Authority  Welfare  Officers,  however,  are  still 
responsible  for  visitation  and  supervision  of  mental  patients  under 
guardianship  and  for  seeing  that  the  regulations  appertaining  to  them 
under  the  relevant  Acts  are  carried  out.  During  the  year,  one  mental 
patient  under  guardianship  was  discharged  from  the  register,  with  con- 
sent of  the  General  Board  of  Control;  7 of  the  8 remaining  patients  are 
in  residence  in  Arran  and  the  other  within  the  Burgh.  All  patients  are 
medically  examined  by  their  doctor  everj’-  three  months  and  visited  by 
the  Welfare  Officer  twice  each  year. 

Mental  Deficiency 

Institutional  Care 

At  the  end  of  the  year.  66  certified  mental  defectives  (40  males.  26 
females)  were  under  care  in  Institutions  and  7 of  these  cases ( 5 males, 
2 females)  were  admitted  during  the  year.  One  of  the  male  cases  was 
a committal  from  the  Sheriff  Court  under  the  terms  of  the  Criminal 
Justice  (Scotland)  Act  1949.  One  male  was  released  on  licence  and  2 
cases  (1  male  and  1 female)  were  discharged  during  the  year. 

Guardianship 

During  the  year  6 new  cases  (3  male,  3 female)  were  certified  and 
placed  under  Guardianship  and  one  female  was  discharged.  2 of  the  3 
new  female  cases  were  girls  who  had  been  boarded-out  from  Greenock 
in  infancy  and  following  certification  continued  under  the  Guardian- 
ship of  their  foster  parents.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  29  certified  mental 
defectives  (21  males.  8 females)  were  under  Guardianship  locally,  and 
8 (5  males.  3 females)  were  under  Guardianship  outside  the  Burgh. 

During  the  year  the  department’s  Mental  Health  Visitor  made  577 
visits  to  the  301  certified  and  uncertified  defectives  on  the  register.  Of 
these,  152  were  in  employment  and  52  were  married. 

Supervision 

The  number  of  visits  to  each  case  varies  according  to  need  and 
interest  shown,  and  advice  and  practical  help  given  directly  and  in- 
; directly  are  greatly  appreciated.  The  great  majority  on  the  register 
I (207)  were  between  16  and  30  years  of  age.  1 was  under  16  years  and  93 
'over  30  years  of  age — the  latter  group  being  visited  only  occasionally 
i in  order  to  ensure  that  their  essential  needs  were  being  met. 

Effective  supervision  entails  close  co-operation  with  other  bodies. 
The  General  Board  of  Control  for  Scotland  is  the  statutory  overseeing 
■ body  and  in  Greenock  there  are  5 authorised  officers  — the  Medical 

• Officer  of  Health,  the  Depute  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Welfare 
< Officer  and  his  two  Assistant  Welfare  Officers. 

There  is  close  liaison  with  the  psychiatric  staff  at  Ravenscraig 
Mental  Hospital,  where  all  but  a few  local  residents  in  need  of  treat- 
ment are  accommodated.  The  pressure  on  hospital  beds  is  very  great  at 
: any  time  and  this  would  probably  be  out  of  hand  under  present  condi- 
tions were  it  not  for  the  preventive  work  carried  out  at  the  Psychiatric 
; Clinic  at  Wellpark  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Haig  Mitchell,  Physician 
: Superintendent  of  Ravenscraig  Mental  Hospital,  where  ever-increasing 

• numbers  of  people  are  given  treatment. 
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The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Staff  also  play  an  important  part 
in  the  prevention  of  mental  illness,  although  an  adequately  staffed 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  would  no  doubt  be  a great  asset  in  the  allevia- 
tion of  mental  stress  among  children  and  adolescents  and  might  be  of 
considerable  assistance  in  the  problem  of  juvenile  delinquency. 

There  is  also  close  co-operation  with  the  principals  of  the  mentally- 
handicapped  division  of  Glenburn  Special  School,  of  the  Auchmead 
Junior  Occupation  Centre  and  with  the  Greenock  and  District  Volun- 
tary Association  for  Mental  Health.  The  educational  establishments 
referred  to,  pass  on  to  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  to  the  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Health,  informa- 
tion regarding  the  capabilities  and  principal  needs  of  young  persons  of 
school  leaving  age,  who  are  of  subnormal  mental  development  and 
therefore  likely  to  be  in  need  of  some  form  of  assistance  and  supervision 
to  enable  them  to  live  as  normal  a life  as  possible. 

Co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  is 
also  close,  particularly  in  relation  to  work  finding  and  exemption  of 
defectives  from  National  Service.  Useful  information  in  the  interests 
of  the  defectives  is  passed  on,  as  the  occasion  arises,  to  such  other 
departments  as  the  Police  and  Probation,  with  whom  there  is  also  ex- 
cellent co-operation. 


Training  and  Occupation 

Mentally  handicapped  children  unable  to  profit  from  education  in 
the  Special  Schools,  but  able  to  respond  to  occupational  training  suited 
to  their  special  needs,  are  provided  for  by  the  Education  Authority  at 
Auchmead  Centre.  The  responsibility  for  this  service  for  those  above 
school  age  (except  those  in  certified  Institutions)  is  laid  on  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act  1947  and 
covers  those  under  Guardianship  Order  or  under  Supervision. 


Since  September,  1955,  premises  rented  from  the  Y.W.C.A.  at  2 
Kelly  Street  have  been  the  locus  for  this  service  in  Greenock  to  male 
defectives,  who  attend  from  9.30  a.m,  to  4 p.m.  on  Mondajrs  to  Fridays 
and  are  provided  with  a three-course  mid-day  lunch  at  a cost  to  each 
trainee  of  1/-  per  day.  The  meals  are  obtained  from  a nearby  Works’ 
Canteen  and  are  transported  to  the  Centre  by  members  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  W.V.S.  The  premises  are  well  suited  to  the  purpose  and 
the  pupils  attending — about  30  of  them  regularly  each  day — are  super- 
vised and  trained  in  various  handcrafts  by  Mr  Fitzgerald.  Supervisor, 
and  Mr  Stokes,  Assistant  Supervisor. 

Until  May  1958.  the  Centre  was  managed  jointly  by  the  Corporation 
and  the  local  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Health,  although  almost 
the  total  expenditure  was  borne  by  the  Corporation.  From  May  on- 
wards, the  Corporation  assumed  full  control  of  the  Centre. 

The  summer  camp  for  the  trainees  was  organised  jointly  by  the 
Supervisor  and  the  local  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Health.  The 
funds  for  the  holiday  were  provided  by  that  body  and  the  use  of 
premises  in  Strone  was  obtained  for  one  week.  Twenty-four  pupils 
attended  the  camp  along  with  the  Supervisor,  the  Assistant  Supervisor 
and  a Cook. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Session  1957-58 

During  this  session,  entrants,  9 year  olds  (born  1948),  13  year  olds 
(born  1944).  and  16  year  olds  (born  1941),  were  medically  examined 
in  the  schools.  Seven  year  olds  (born  1950)  were  examined  for  vision 
and  hearing  only  and  the  Nursery  School  children  at  the  end  of  August. 
1957,  and  again  in  March,  1958. 

During  September  and  October.  1957,  the  routine  medical  inspec- 
tions were  affected  by  an  epidemic  of  Asian  ’flu.  The  Residential  Camp 
school  at  Middleton  had  to  be  closed  in  September  on  account  of  it  and 
the  pupils  of  one  school  had  their  visit  cancelled.  Despite  this,  however, 
the  number  of  children  attending  the  School  Camps  was  doubled  this 
session.  Later,  when  the  influenza  was  under  control,  chickenpox 
appeared  in  increasing  numbers  amongst  the  school  children,  again 
causing  some  delay  in  medical  examinations.  Nevertheless,  all  inspec- 
tions were  completed  before  the  end  of  the  school  year. 


Seventeen  children  had  to  be  excluded  from  school  with  scabies 
infestation,  a decrease  from  last  session.  The  proportion  of  children 
with  nit  infestation,  however,  showed  an  increase  over  last  year.  This 
meant  that  despite  constant  supervision  and  advice,  the  nurses  had  to 
emphasise  more  than  ever,  by  letters  and  home  visits  to  the  parents, 
the  importance  of  treating  their  children’s  hair  in  order  to  avoid  such 
consequences  as  impetigo  of  the  scalp. 

A smaller  number  of  children  were  found  to  have  unsatisfactory 
footwear  this  year,  but  the  proportion  of  those  with  unsatisfactory 
clothing  remained  almost  the  same. 

There  was  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  children  attending 
the  minor  ailments  clinics,  two  thirds  of  them  being  treated  for  various 
types  of  skin  lesions. 

The  co-operation  shown  by  head  teachers  and  staff  has  again  been 
greatly  appreciated.  Nurses  and  office  staff,  also,  have  carried  out  their 
work  conscientiously  and  effectively  throughout  the  year. 


Figures  for  Session  1957-58 

Average  Number  of  Children  on  the  Rolls  ...  13.648 


Routine  (Systematic)  Examinations  (Doctor  and  Nurse) 


Number  of  children  examined: — 

Nursery  Class  (Craigieknowes  School) 

Entrants  (5  years  old  plus)  1,153 

Second  Age  Group  (9  years  plus)  . ...  1,240 

Third  Age  Group  (13  years  plus)  . ..  1,162 

Secondary  Schools  Age  Group  (16  years  plus)  ...  134 


Total  ...  3.689 


7-year-old  Group  (Vision  and  Hearing  only)  1,155 


Grand  Total  . 4,844 


Exam. 
1st  2nd 

24  14 


24  14 
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Defects  discovered  at  Routine  Examinations 

Exam. 
1st  2nd 

Number  of  children  with  defects  of  vision  and/or 


teeth  

354 

— 

— 

Number  of  children  with  minor  defects  (other 
than  above  where  complete  recovery  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks) 

763 

12 

6 

Number  of  children  with  more  serious  defects 

97 

1 

— 

Total  . . . 

1,214 

13 

6 

Note:  The  parents  of  children  suffering  from  a defect  other  than 
dental  caries  were  informed  or  advised.  Advice  and  treatment  in 
the  case  of  dental  caries  are  the  care  of  the  School  Dental  Depart- 
ment. 


Non-Routine  Examinations  (Nurse) 

Treatment  required  and  parent  informed  3.691 

No  action  required  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,206 


Total  8.897 


Principal  Defects  found  at  Non-Routine  Examinations: 


Uncleanliness  of  Head 

2.212 

Uncleanliness  of  Body  . . 

245 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

of 

clothing 

352 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

of 

footwear 

122 

2.931 

Defect  of  vision 

229 

Other  defects 

531 

Total  . 

3.691 

Re-examinations  (Nurse)  2.352 


Examinations  for  Special  Purposes: 

(a)  For  Employment  Licences  (Doctor) 

(b)  For  Residential  Camp  Schools  (Doctor  and  Nurse) 

(c)  Re-examinations  Camp  Schools  (Nurse) 

(d)  Home  visits  (Nurse) 


141  ; 

939  ■ 
1.606 
283  $ 


Doctor’s  Inspection  Clinic: 

Number  of  Special  Cases  examined 


541 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic: 

Number  of  Attendances 
Nature  of  Cases: — 

(1)  Cuts,  Bruises.  Injuries,  etc.  ... 

(2)  Diseases  of  Ear.  Nose  and  Throat 

(3)  Diseases  of  Eye  

(4)  Diseases  of  Skin 


4.921 

( = 

1.342 

children) 

64 

( = 

28 

children) 

758 

( = 

151 

children) 

838 

( = 

265 

children) 

3.261 

( = 

898 

children) 

GREENOCK  (BURGH)  SCHOOLS — ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS — SESSION  1957-58. 
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PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

During  the  year,  230  vessels  were  visited  by  members  of  the  Port 
Health  staff  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  As  will  be  seen,  these  in- 
cluded the  visitation  of  ships  arriving  from  abroad,  including  trans- 
atlantic liners,  the  inspection  of  ships  to  exclude  rat  infestation,  and 
for  the  granting  of  de-ratting  exemption  certificates.  Coastwise  and 
esturial  ships  were  also  boarded  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  satis- 
factory hygienic  standards. 

Quarantine 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  ships  arriving  from  foreign  ports 
were  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff,  in  their 
capacity  as  Port  Medical  Officers  and  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens. 
These  included  31  transatlantic  liners,  which  landed  8.598  passengers 
at  the  port,  7,287  being  British  or  Commonwealth  subjects,  and  1.311 
aliens.  All  such  ships  were  duly  boarded.  There  embarked  from 
Greenock  in  liners  bound  for  North  America.  5.681  persons.  Twenty- 
nine  vessels  were  Weather  Ships  returning  to  base  from  their  stations 
in  the  Atlantic,  and  the  remainder  were  cargo  vessels,  docking  in  the 
port;  their  cargoes  consisted  mainly  of  tobacco,  molasses,  grain,  oil 
seeds,  copra  and  whale  oil.  Seven  of  these  vessels  came  from  areas 
declared  to  be  infected  with  quarantinable  disease,  and  while  no  cases 
of  such  diseases  were  encountered,  49  cases  of  illness  were  discovered 
among  passengers  or  ships’  companies.  Of  these.  32  were  of  an  infec- 
tious nature,  including  6 cases  of  veneral  disease. 

Fourteen  cases  were  of  an  emergency  nature,  or  such  that  treat- 
ment was  considered  desirable;  these  were  removed  and  admitted  to 
hospitals  in  the  Greenock  area.  The  Port  Health  Authority  is  fre- 
quently requested  to  arrange  such  assistance  for  cases  of  injury  or  ill- 
ness arriving  in  ships,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  record  the  prompt  and 
willing  aid  given  to  the  Port  Health  staff  by  the  members  of  the  local 
ambulance  and  hospital  services,  frequently  at  short  notice. 

De-Ratting 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  visits  were  paid  to  ocean-going 
vessels  to  exclude  infestation  with  rats.  Of  these.  7 were  found  with 
evidence  of  this,  measures  being  taken  forthwith  to  deal  with  the  situa- 
tion. by  trapping,  and  in  one  case,  by  fumigation,  in  the  vessels  con- 
cerned. Thirty-five  dead  rats  and  two  mice  were  recovered  as  a 
result. 

In  these  modern  days,  international  action  has  succeeded  in 
achieving  a significant  reduction  in  marine  rat  populations,  it  being 
obligatory  now  in  the  ports  of  most  countries,  including  Britain,  for 
each  ship  to  possess  a certificate  showing  that  she  has  been  cleared  of 
rats,  or  that  she  is  maintained  or  so  constructed  as  to  afford  rats  the 
minimum  harbourage.  Such  certificates  are  renewable  every  six 
months,  and  are  granted  only  after  inspection.  In  Greenock.  21  ships 
were  found  to  have  arrived  with  invalid  certificates,  and  all  duly  re- 
ceived inspection  with  a view  to  renewal,  the  remainder  being  visited 
with  a view  to  ensuring  that  the  satisfactory  standard  implied  by  a 
valid  certificate  was  being  maintained. 

A particularly  satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  the  problem  of  rat 
infestation  in  ships  is  by  ensuring  that  new  ships  are  so  constructed 
as  to  reduce  rat  harbourages  and  runs  to  a minimum:  hence  all  new 
vessels  nearing  completion  are  inspected  to  ensure  that  it  is  so.  before 
a d^ratting  certificate  is  issued,  in  co-operation  with  the  builders. 
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In  all,  one  de-ratting  certificate  and  44  de-ratting  exemption  cer- 
tificates were  issued  during  the  year,  including  15  to  vessels  nearing 
completion. 

Other  Port  Health  Work 

Ships  of  the  coastwise  and  esturial  type  received  inspection,  which 
is  routine  for  vessels  based  or  lying-up  in  the  port  of  Greenock.  The 
latter  include  the  well-known  Clyde  steamers,  in  which  instance  the 
Port  Health  Authority  is  particularly  interested  in  structural  arrange- 
ments pertaining  to  serving,  preparation  and  storage  of  food,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  general  work  involved  in  the  inspection  of  coastwise  and 
esturial  craft  such  as  evidence  of  insect  infestation  and  the  cleanliness 
of  crew’s  quarters,  galleys,  conveniences,  etc.  The  appropriate  action 
was  taken  in  all  instances  where  improvement  was  called  for. 

In  one  naval  auxiliary  vessel,  a case  of  active  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis having  been  discovered  among  the  crew,  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  remainder  to  receive  X-ray  examination,  and  the  crew’s 
quarters  were  fumigated. 


FOOD  SUPPLY 

Mr  A.  M.  M.  Connell,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  information. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

At  the  two  registered  farms  within  the  Burgh  there  was  a total  of 
35  cows  at  31st  December,  1958,  and  of  these  26  were  in  milk.  The 
average  gallonage  being  produced  was  40  per  day.  In  addition  there 
are  two  farms  which  are  exempt  from  registration  where  a small 
amount  of  milk  is  produced  for  use  by  the  farm  household  or  immediate 
neighbours. 

The  registered  dairies  within  the  Burgh  now  number  139,  an  in- 
crease of  7 compared  with  1957. 

Samples  taken  from  local  producers  numbered  24.  Of  these  8 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  2 due  to  high  Bacterial  Count  and  4 
due  to  the  presence  of  Coliform  Organisms,  while  2 were  due  to  high 
Bacterial  Count  and  the  presence  of  Coliform  Organisms.  In  addition, 
11  rinsing  samples  were  taken  when  adverse  results  were  obtained  in 
4 instances,  2 being  due  to  high  Bacterial  Count  and  2 due  to  high 
Bacterial  Count  and  the  presence  of  Coliform  Organisms. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  from  other  sources  totalled  378  as 
follows — 

Pasteurising  Establishments  50;  Wholesale  and  Retail  Premises  262; 

Schools  and  School  Kitchens  41;  and  Hospitals,  Clinics,  etc.  25. 


Further  details  of  the  samples  were  as  follows: — 


Grade 

of 

Milk 

No. 

of 

Samples 

Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

No. 

Satis. 

No. 

Unsat. 

High 

Bact. 

Count 

Coliform 

Organ- 

isms 

Phos- 

phat- 

ase 

2 or 
more 
tests 

Certified 

ii 

11 

- 

- 

Tuberculin-tested 

Tuberculin-tested 

23 

19 

4 

4 

— 

(Pasteurised) 

10 

!) 

1 

— 

1 

— 



Pasteurised 

334 

308 

26 

24 

1 

J. 

1 

Total 

378 

347 

31 

- 

29 

1 

1 
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Cellular  Count  Test 

During  the  year  137  samples  were  taken  of  incoming  supplies  to 
the  two  Pasteurising  Establishments  and  were  submitted  for  Cell  Count 
examination,  when  high  Cell  Counts  were  obtained  in  36  instances. 

Ice  Cream 

Samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  with  the 
following  results: — 


Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Coliform 

Organisms 

High 

Bacterial 

Count 

Coliform 
Organisms 
and  High 
Bacterial 
Count 

114 

77 

37 

18 

8 

11 

Rinsings 


No- 

Taken 

No- 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

Coliform 

Organisms 

High 

Bacterial 

Count 

Coliform 
Organisms 
and  High 
Bacterial 
Count 

6 

O 

4 

1 

3 

FOOD  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD 

In  all  during  the  year  there  were  received  from  members  of  the 
public  10  complaints  alleging  that  certain  articles  of  food  were  unsound 
and  unfit  for  human  consumption,  viz: — 1 each  relating  to  mince,  rolls, 
currant  bun,  gammon,  boiled  beef  ham,  salmon,  stewing  steak  and  in  3 
instances  to  milk. 

In  5 instances  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint 
and  it  was  not  necessary  for  this  Department  to  take  an5r  action.  In 
the  remaining  5 instances  action  was  taken  by  the  Department  to  pre- 
vent a recurrence  of  the  complaints. 

The  total  quantities  of  unsound  food  seized  in  terms  of  Section  9 of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act  1956  during  the  jrear  amounted  to 
8,913  lbs.  151,  ozs.  of  which  7.608  lbs.  11J  ozs.  were  tinned  foods.  This 
work  necesitated  244  visits  of  inspection  being  made. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  are  the  offensive  trades  within  the  Burgh: — 

1.  Public  Slaughterhouse,  with  which  the  following  are  associated  in 
buildings  within  the  same  curtilage: — 

(a)  The  Greenock  Hide,  Skin  & Tallow  Co.  Ltd.  carrying  on  the 
business  of  Hide  Factors; 

(b)  Ramsay  & Co.  carrying  on  the  business  of  Hide  Factors; 

(c)  The  Greenock  and  District  Fleshers’  Association  carrying  on 
the  business  of  Tripe  Cleaners. 

2.  The  Shaw  Water  Chemical  Works  of  British  Charcoals  and  Mac- 
donalds Ltd.  where  large  quantities  of  bones  are  dealt  with  in  the 
manufacture  of  charcoal,  artificial  manure  and  certain  by-products. 

Inspection  revealed  that  these  businesses  are  being  conducted  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 


TOWN  PLANNING 

The  following  information  was  kindly  supplied  by  the  Master  of 
Works: — 

During  the  year  189  applications  for  planning  permission  in  respect 
of  residential,  commercial  and  industrial  development  were  investi- 
gated and  27  applications  for  permission  to  display  advertisements. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  following  sewers  and  culverts  were  laid  during  the  year — 

Sewers 

240  lineal  yards  of  21  in.  diameter. 

190  lineal  yards  of  15  in.  diameter. 

570  lineal  yards  of  12  in.  diameter. 

2.170  lineal  yards  of  6 in.  and  9 in.  diameter. 

• Culverts 

130  lineal  yards  of  42  in.  diameter. 

120  lineal  yards  of  36  in.  diameter. 

Major  repair  work  was  carried  out  to  sewers  in  various  parts  of 
:the  Burgh,  and  minor  repairs  work  including  clearing  of  chokages. 

Regular  cleaning  and  clearing  of  burns  and  culverts  was  carried 
tout  during  the  year. 


HOUSING 

The  following  houses  were  completed  during  the  year: — 

'Private  Enterprise 

Houses  converted  into  flats  ...  . . . . • • • 6 

New  Houses — l/3-apt„  8/4-apt.,  8/5-apt.  and  3/6-apt.  20 

Reconstructed  Houses  . ...  2 


Houses 


28 
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S.S.H.A. 

Branchton  Site — 10/3-apt.  and  6/4-apt.  16 

Corporation  of  Greenock 

N.  Maukinhill — 115/3-apt.  and  53/4-apt.  ...  - 168 

E.  Crawford  St./Bawhirley  Road — 10/3-apt.  and  6/4-apt. 

Eldon  Street — 15/4-apt.  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Grieve  Road/Buchanan  Street — 22/4-apt.  ...  22 

Central  Area,  3rd  Div.— -20/2-apt„  32/3-apt.  and  16/4-apt.  68 

Grant  Street/Bawhirley  Road — 8/3-apt.  and  14/4-apt. 
Bridgend/Castle  Road — 10/3-apt.  and  8/4-apt.  ...  18 

Kilmacolm  Road  Old  People’s  Houses — 5/2-apt. 


Houses  . 334 


Houses  under  construction  by  the  Corporation  of  Greenock 
at  31st  December,  1958 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  following  information  has  kindly  been  provided  by  the  Water 
Engineer: — 

The  supply  of  water  for  domestic  use  amounted  to  1.951.404.000 
gallons  which  is  equivalent  to  5,346,000  gallons  per  day  or  68  gallons 
per  head  of  the  population  per  day. 

The  total  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  (excluding  Compensation 
supplies)  amounted  to  5.226.482,000  gallons  equivalent  to  14.319.000 
gallons  per  day. 

The  whole  of  the  filtered  water  supply  continued  to  be  chlorinated 
after  filtration,  and  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  supplies  showed 
the  water  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Periodical  analyses  were  also  made  by  Messrs  R.  R.  Tatlock  & 
Thomson,  Glasgow,  of  the  chemical  composition  of  the  water  which 
showed  it  to  be  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


METEOROLOGY 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  recorded  at  Prospecthill  Waterworks 
amounted  to  55.66  inches,  or  10.60%  below  the  average  for  the  65  years 
from  1890  - 1954. 

The  greatest  rainfall  recorded  in  24  hours  occurred  on  6th  Septem- 
ber when  2.13  inches  fell. 

There  were  149  dry  days  during  the  year. 

Bright  sunshine  amounted  to  1,151.0  hours  compared  with  1.250.7 
hours  during  1957. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

( The  Superintendent  of  the  Abattoir  has  kindly  supplied  the  follow- 
ing' information  regarding  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1958: — 

Number  and  type  of  animals  slaughtered. 


Class 

Number 

slaughtered 

Number 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Percentage 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned  for 
Tuberculosis 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned  for 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  for 
other  Diseases 

Parts  of  carcases 
I condemned  for 
other  Diseases 

Bullocks 

2,259 

27 

1.1 

— 

5 

— 

9 

Bulls 

295 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cows 

2,179 

2 

.09 

— 

— 

3 

14 

Heifers 

667 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Swine 

2,267 

24 

1.05 

— 

— 

3 

8 

Sheep 

8,072 

— 

— 

— 

- 

11 

29 

Calves 

598 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Total 

16,337 

53 

.32 

— 

5 

21 

66 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conditions  which  were  responsible  for 
the  total  or  partial  condemnation  of  the  carcasses: — 


Total  Condemnations. — Decomposition,  1;  Pyrexia,  5;  Emaciation,  7; 
Dropsy,  2;  Peritonitis,  1;  Fevered  Flesh,  1;  Carcinoma,  1;  Odema,  1; 
Enteritis.  1;  Immature,  1. 

Partial  Condemnations. — Tuberculosis,  5;  Injuries,  49;  Adhesions, 
6;  Abscesses,  6;  Melanosis,  2;  Arthritis,  1;  Arteritis,  1;  Diamonds,  1. 

The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and  organs  condemned  during 
the  year  was,  7 tons.  3 qrs.,  12  lbs. 
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TABLE  I— VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births.  Deaths  and  Marriages — 


Numbers 
; Registered 
in 

District 

Transfers 

Corrected  Numbers 

Out 

In 

Both 

Sexes 

Males 

Females 

Total  Live  Births 

1,855 

307 

53 

1.601 

831 

770 

(incl.  Illegitimate) 

Illegitimate  Births 

63 

12 

16 

67 

46 

21 

Stillbirths 

62 

10 

1 

53 

22 

31 

Marriages 

590 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 

1,C00 

179 

59 

880 

440 

440 

TABLE  II.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Corrected  for  Transfers)— REGISTRAR  GENERAL,  1958 
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TABLE  III.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES  PER  1, 000- 
REGISTRAR  GENERAL — 1881-1958 


Year 

Population 

Death 

rate 

Birth 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1881-1890 

71,826 

20.55 

35.09 

133 

2.19 

0.83 

1891-1895 

62,732 

21.09 

33.47 

139 

1.82 

0.63 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20.04 

32.96 

137 

1.83 

0.74 

1901-1905 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1.49 

0.92 

1906-1910 

72,338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1.26 

1.10 

1911-1915 

76,771 

18.70 

31.07 

120 

1.39 

0.93 

1916 

78,642 

17.10 

29.20 

109 

1.42 

0.75 

1917 

79,299 

15.10 

26.88 

92 

1.28 

0.83 

1918 

79,574 

17.88 

26.52 

110 

1.10 

0.82 

1919 

79,613 

17.25 

28.73 

99 

0.94 

0.59 

1920 

80,436 

16.51 

33.34 

104 

1.06 

0.69 

1916-1920 

79,512 

16.76 

28.93 

102 

1.16 

0.73 

1921 

81,120 

14.59 

30.15 

93 

1.01 

0.54 

1922 

81,370 

19.17 

26.78 

149 

1.03 

0.68 

1923 

81,522 

12.94 

27.04 

77 

0.99 

0.54 

1924 

82,096 

15.22 

24.16 

113 

1.00 

0.44 

1925 

81,200 

14.32 

24.54 

107 

0.85 

0.52 

1921-1925 

81,461 

15.24 

26.71 

107 

0.97 

0.54 

1926 

81,558 

13.74 

23.87 

90 

0.98 

0.34 

1927 

80,889 

13.26 

22.17 

S9 

0.87 

0.44 

1928 

79,204 

15.74 

24.05 

120 

0.80 

0.34 

1929 

81,844 

15.57 

22.22 

111 

1.04 

0.26 

1930 

79,223 

14.20 

23.83 

96 

0.88 

0.30 

1926-1930 

80,543 

14.50 

25.22 

101 

0.91 

0.33 

1931 

79,012 

13.50 

23.40 

78 

0.90 

0.30 

1932 

79,387 

14.63 

21.47 

121 

0.66 

0.36 

1933 

79,486 

15.03 

20.00 

108 

O.SS 

0.18 

1934 

79,605 

12.90 

20.86 

89 

0.79 

0.21 

1935 

79,980 

18.85 

21.16 

92 

0.76 

0.09 

1931-1935 

79,494 

13.98 

21.49 

97 

0.79 

0.22 

1936 

80,524 

13.73 

20.29 

101 

0.63 

0.28 

1937 

80,957 

15.60 

21.60 

97 

1.01 

0.31 

1938 

81,297 

12.81 

20.24 

75 

0.79 

0.30 

1939 

81,366 

13.43 

20.30 

88 

0.93 

0.17  . 

1940 

79,629 

15.27 

19.7 

82 

0.92 

0.30 

1936-1940 

80,754 

14.16 

20.42 

88 

0.85 

0.27 

1941 

77,000 

14.84 

18.8 

90 

1.17 

0.31 

1942 

74,300 

13.95 

20.1 

104 

1.15 

0.33 

1943 

73,205 

14.22 

121.0 

SO 

0.75 

0.21 

1944 

73,378 

13.50 

20.5 

81 

0.94 

0.46 

1945 

73,288 

13.29 

1S.6 

74 

0.98 

[0.29 

1941-1945 

74,234 

13.96 

19.8 

85 

0.99 

0.32 

1946 

75,231 

12.9 

20.7 

62 

0.96 

0.14 

1947 

79,377 

12.S 

23.8 

64 

1.11 

0.30 

1948 

79,470 

11.7 

[21.2 

61 

1.23 

0.19 

1949 

79,096 

12.7 

[20.9 

52 

1.13 

0.12 

1950 

80,291 

11.8 

20.1 

48 

0.67 

0.16 

1946-1950 

78,693 

12.4 

21.3 

57 

1.02 

0.18 

1951 

76,625 

12.5 

20.4 

36 

0.63 

0.11 

1952 

77,048 

11.6 

18.6 

36 

0.36 

0.07 

1953 

77,584 

|11.9 

20.0 

34 

0.35 

0.09 

1954 

77.633 

12.4 

20.6 

43 

0.37 

0.06 

1955 

77,499 

12.5 

20.5 

37 

0.40 

0.08 

1956 

77,748 

11.8 

20.9 

41 

0.23 

0.04 

1957 

77,778 

11.4 

21.3 

33 

0.27 

0.00 

1958 

77,967 

11.3 

20.5 

36 

0.21 

0.00 

— 

TABLE  IV.— SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1958 
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TABLE  V.— MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1958 
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TABLE  VI. 

The  following  cases  from  the  Burgh  were  removed  to  Gateside 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Number 

Admitted 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

2 

Chickenpox 

13 

Dysentery  

28 

Erysipelas 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

laundice.  Acute  Infective 

5 

Malaria 

1 

Measles 

9 

Mumps 

1 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 

103 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise 

notifiable) 

22 

Poliomyelitis, 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

Tuberculosis 

02 

Typhoid  Fever 

9 

Other  Diseases 

316 

Totals  

029 
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TABLE  VII.— INFECTIOUS  DISESASES  RATES— 1900-1958 


Year 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Incidence  rate 
per  1,000 

Death-rate 

per  1,000 

Case  mortality 
rate  per  cent 

Incidence  rate 
per  1,000 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 

Case  mortality 
rate  per  cent. 

Incidence  rate 

per  1,000 

1 Death-rate 
per  1,000 

Case  Mortality  j 
rate  per  cent.,  j 

Cj 

& O 

Z - 

O lm 

C O 
Cm 

— C- 

>i  . 

— 

C x- 
— ■ c. 

Cm 

V.  t 

— ’ lm 

1000-1904 

4.33 

0.32 

6.98 

2.58 

0.28 

28.43 

12.74 

0.36 

2.92 

4.54 

0-58 

13.25 

1905-1909 

2.15 

0.10 

4.29 

0.82 

0.15 

19.35 

14.30 

0.40 

2.73 

4.02 

0.57 

14.09 

1910-1914 

5.69 

0.22 

3.56 

1.44 

0.14 

12.02 

18.93 

0.55 

3.06 

5.49 

0.44 

8.51 

1915 

1.90 

0.11 

6. OS 

1.72 

0.16 

9.70 

14.32 

0.65 

4.58 

9.38 

0.73 

7.81 

1916 

3.73 

0.76 

2.04 

1.61 

0.19 

11.81 

17.16 

0.95 

0.00 

0.72 

0.05 

7.01 

1917 

2.74 

0.06 

2.29 

1.23 

0.12 

10.20 

10.12 

0.20 

1.99 

11.43 

0.80 

7.05 

1918 

1.36 

0.01 

0.91 

0.70 

0.03 

5.35 

10.19 

1.25 

12.33 

4.53 

0.33 

7 47 

1919 

3.95 

0.06 

1.58 

1.10 

0.03 

3.40 

15.26 

0.32 

2.13 

2.36 

0.16 

6.91 

1920 

1.47 

0.04 

3.36 

1.28 

0.07 

5.82 

5.71 

0.24 

4.34 

6.88 

0.27 

:j.97  ' 

1921 

1.31 

0.01 

0.93 

1.76 

0.07 

4.19 

3.69 

0.00 

0.00 

0.62 

0.00 

0.00 

1922 

1.36 

0.01 

0.90 

1.04 

0.08 

8.23 

36.32 

2.17 

5.98 

1S.31 

0.9S 

5.36 

1923 

4.90 

0.07 

1.50 

1.37 

0.07 

5.35 

6.31 

0.14 

2.33 

0.41 

0.02 

5.88! 

1924 

2.64 

0.06 

2.30 

1.79 

0.06 

3.40 

23.02 

0.59 

2.59 

15.87 

0.54 

3.45 

1925 

1.21 

0.01 

1.01 

2.11 

0.09 

4.65 

1.07 

0.00 

0.00 

6.83 

0.39 

5.76 

1926 

3.85 

0.00 

0.00 

3.33 

0.13 

4.04 

24.57 

0.46 

1.89 

0.71 

0.01 

1.72 

1927 

3.48 

0.06 

1.77 

3.20 

0.03 

1.15 

7.76 

0.02 

0.31 

5.24 

0.09 

1.88 

1928 

0.84 

0.01 

1.49 

2.91 

0.17 

6.06 

29.49 

1.02 

3.46 

8.53 

0.51 

0.06 

1929 

2.02 

0.00 

0.00 

2.41 

0.07 

3.03 

0.52 

0.02 

4.64 

6.25 

0.46 

7 44 

1930 

3.61 

0.08 

2.35 

1.57 

0.06 

3.87 

25.09 

0.34  1 

1.35 

6.24 

0.18 

2.92 

1931 

3.69 

0.07 

2.05 

1.06 

0.03 

3.57 

1.48 

0.00 

0.00 

3.97 

0.11 

2 >6 

1932 

10.69 

0.12 

1.17 

1.44 

0.05 

3.47 

38.04 

0.90 

2.3S 

3.30 

0.06 

1.90 

1933 

14.10 

0.11 

0.80 

2.05 

0.10 

4.90 

3.95 

0.00 

0.00 

11.14 

0.55 

4 96 

1934 

5.40 

0.05 

0.93 

2.31 

0.18 

8.15 

21.30 

0.15 

0.70 

1.84 

0.06 

3.81 

1935 

1.17 

0.02 

2.12 

1.52 

0.07 

4.91 

13.41 

0.03 

0.27 

13.37 

0.32 

2 42 

1936 

0.96 

0.01 

1.28 

1.34 

0.02 

1.S5 

11.25 

0.04 

0.44 

1.39 

0.01 

0 89 

1937 

2.70 

0.01 

0.54 

0.59 

0.02 

4.16 

24.95 

0.13 

0.54 

13.03 

0.38 

2.93 

1938 

6.44 

0.07 

1.14 

1.04 

0.03 

3.52 

1.21 

0.02 

2.02 

1.89 

0.02 

1.29 

1939 

2.94 

0.82 

0.83 

1.11 

0.03 

3.29 

0.55 

0.00 

0.00 

7.95 

0.11 

i 39 

1940 

1.43 

0.00 

0.00 

1.62 

0.05 

3.10 

2S.99 

0.07 

0.25 

11.07 

0.18 

1.70 

1941 

1.45 

0.01 

1.98 

1.9S 

0.06 

3.26 

5.80 

0.02 

0.44 

4.03 

0.03 

0.96 

1942 

2.51 

0.01 

0.53 

2.03 

0.03 

1.98 

12.23 

0.00 

0.00 

1.17 

0.53 

4.59 

1943 

1.84 

0.00 

0.00 

1.35 

0.02 

‘2.02 

5.42 

0.01 

0.25 

7.82 

0.09 

1.22 

1944 

0.96 

0.00 

0.00 

1.53 

0.00 

0.00 

27.09 

0.06 

0.25 

5.95 

0.10 

1.83 

1945 

1.52 

0.00 

0.00 

1.43 

0.01 

0.95 

2.57 

0.02 

1.05 

3.94 

0.05 

1.31 

1946 

1.74 

0.00 

0.00 

0.89 

0.03 

4.54 

12.15 

0.01 

0.10 

6.39 

0.01 

0.20 

1947 

1.88 

0.00 

0.00 

0.76 

0.01 

1.63 

14.77 

0.00 

0.00 

6.86 

0.05 

0.73 

1948 

4.03 

0.01 

0.31 

0.79 

0.00 

0.00 

6.63 

0.01 

0.18 

0.49 

0.00 

000 

1949 

4.65 

0.00 

0.00 

0.46 

0.01 

2.70 

14.58 

0.00 

0.00 

2.45 

0.00 

0 00 

1950 

2.90 

0.00 

0.00 

0.12 

0.00 

0.00 

1.96 

0.01 

0.63 

8.85 

0.01 

0.14 

1951 

1.19 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

0.00 

0.00 

14.39 

0.00 

0.00 

2.05 

0.00 

0.00 

1952 

1 .23 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

7.27 

0.01 

0.18 

5.41 

0.01 

0.24 

1953 

1.28 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

13.53 

0.00 

0.00 

5.44 

0.02 

0.47 

1954 

1.19 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

10.16 

0.00 

0.00 

4 37 

0.00 

0.00 

1955 

1.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

10.54 

0.00 

0 00 

2.00 

0.00 

(1.00 

1 956 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

8.95 

0 00 

0.00 

6.09 

: 0.00 

0 00 

1957 

0.32 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.55 

0.13 

0.48 

8.86 

0.04 

0.44 

1958 

0.83 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

17.39 

0.00 

0.00 

0.27 

0.00 

o.oo 

